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Growing Godly Families Series

This series of manuals is the result of a seriegeskly e-mail topics that have been prepared
and e-mailed over a period of years. They origynsthrted out as a one page topic that
gradually grew to the point where most topics dreud three pages in length.

This series is especially designed for those wkablieady Christian leaders to give them
Biblical principles for the development of godlyysical and spiritual families. Because they
give Biblical principles for developing godly fana@s, they are also helpful for new Christians
that want to grow and become godly families.

Mark 10:43-45 says, “Yet it shall not be so among;\ybut whoever desires to become great
among you shall be your servant. And whoever of gesires to be first shall be slave of all.
For even the Son of Man did not come to be serfvetto serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many.” In these verses Christ taught that gegiritual leaders do not have the attitudes of
leaders in the world. Worldly leadership is basagower and authority and is designed to
benefit the leader and place him above othersoihtrast, godly spiritual leadership is designed
to help every Christian reach their full potentralChrist. The following three statements give
a summary of three styles of leadership. The memd this series is to help every family
develop their full potential as godly families.

If we drive people, we will drive them until thegrt get out of our way.
If we lead people, we will be able to lead thenfeaisas we have gone ourselves.

If we serve people, we will help each person dgvétheir full God given potential and equip
each person for the ministry that Christ has preghéor every Christian.

In the world people often measure success by tlwiatof things that they accumulate in this
world before they die. However, they are unabl@ake any of those things with them when
they die. Mark 8:36-37 says, “For what will it fita man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give inlege for his soul?” Success produces
rewards until we die but it produces nothing fareity.

In contrast, God measures effectiveness by ourftditess and obedience. Matthew 6:19-21
says, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures athewhere moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yoursglireasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break irstgad. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” Effectiveness produces etereaards. Mark 10:29-30 says, “So Jesus
answered and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, tieen® one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or father or mother or wife or childrerads, for My sake and the gospel's, who shall
not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houmed brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with persecutions--and in txeta come, eternal life.” | Corinthians 10:31
says, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or what you do, do all to the glory of God.”

The Growing Godly Families Series is designed 1p kreur family life count for eternity by
bringing glory to God.
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24.

The Ministry of the Two Witnesses

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to
understand and explain that God continues andcaitinue to offer mercy to all who will
repent and come to Christ in faith. In this tope will see that God sends two witnesses to
preach the message of judgment and salvation dthientast half of the tribulation known as
the Great Tribulation.

In Revelation 11:1-3 we read, “Then | was givereedrlike a measuring rod. And the angel
stood, saying, “Rise and measure the temple of Gedaltar, and those who worship there.
But leave out the court which is outside the tematel do not measure it, for it has been given
to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy aityderfootfor forty-two months. And | will

give powerto my two witnesses, and they will prophesy ormiffand two hundred and sixty
days, clothed in sackcloth.” Reeds similar to bamWere plants that grew along parts of the
Jordan River during the time that that the Bibleswwaitten. They were used as measuring
sticks to measure distance. Ezekiel 40:5 saysw‘here was a wall all around the outside of
the temple. In the man’s hand was a measuringiroclBitslong, each being aubit and a
handbreadth; and he measured the width of thestraltture, one rod; and the height, one rod.
A cubit was the distance from the elbow to theofiphe middle finger and a handbreadth was
the length from the tip of the thumb to the tigtué little finger (this rod was about 10 to 10%
feet in length).

Here we see that the angel said to measure thregsthhe temple of God, the altar in the
temple; and the people who worshipped in the terftpleJews). However, the courtyard
around the temple was not to be measured becahsends told that the courtyard would be
under the control of the Gentiles for forty-two ntiwg (1,260 days). The Jewish calendar had
twelve months of thirty days. Then they would athdextra month about every six years to
make the number of days match (that is why the idatEaster varies from year to year). God
said that the Gentiles would tread Jerusalem (tie dity) under foot for forty-two months.
Christ said in Matthew 24:15, “Therefore when yee theéabomination of desolationspoken
of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy plagvhoever reads, let him understand).”

Daniel 9:27 says, “Then he shall confirm a covendtit many for one week; but in the middle
of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice affiering. And on the wing of abominations
shall be one who makes desolate, even until thewsomation, which is determined, is poured
out on the desolate.” The Antichrist will set up bwn image in the temple and it is called the
‘abomination of desolation’. In Daniel 11 we restabut the willful king. Historically that was
Antiochus Epiphanes. The Antichrist will do thingilar to what Antiochus did but in the
time of the Antichrist it will affect the Jews attte entire world. Daniel 11:36 says, “Then the
king shall do according to his own will: he shaibé# and magnify himself above every god,
shall speak blasphemies against the God of godsstzall prosper till the wrath has been
accomplished; for what has been determined shalbbe.” Then Daniel 12:1 adds, “At that
time Michael shall stand up, the great prince wiandgswatchover the sons of your people;



and there shall be a time of trouble, such as nsasrsince there was a natienento that
time. And at that time your people shall be detk every one who is found written in the
book.” That time of trouble for the people of sravill happen during the tribulation.

It is during this forty-two month period that Godlvgend His two witnesses to prophesy for
1260 days. They will be clothed in sackcloth. ¥déeon to read in Revelation 11:4-6, “These
are the two olive trees and the two lampstandsistigrbefore the God of the earth. And if
anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from thewth and devours their enemies. And if
anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed mianner. These have power to shut heaven,
so that no rain falls in the days of their propheoyd they have power over waters to turn them
to blood, and to strike the earth with all plaguespften as they desire.” Here we see that God
describes these two witnesses as two olive tre$vamlampstands. Olive oil was usually

used in lamps and lampstands are used to give ligie ministry of these two witnesses will

be like the ministry that Matthew 5:16 says th&Cdlristians should have. That verse says,
“Let your light so shine before men, that they rsag your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.” Many will listen to their message many will also try to destroy the two
witnesses.

We see that God will give these two withesses gpeowers to protect the two from those who
want to destroy them. We see that if anyone tadgarm them that fire will come out of their
mouth and destroy their enemies. In Il Kings lahd 12 we see that Elijah called down fire
from heaven to destroy those who were sent by tigetk get him. 1l Kings 1:10 says, “So
Elijah answered and said to the captain of fiftiy] ama man of God, then let fire come down
from heaven and consume you and your fifty men.d Are came down from heaven and
consumed him and his fifty.” Here we see thajdliwas given power in the Old Testament to
destroy with fire. This is one of the reasons wigny Bible teachers think that Elijah will be
one of the two witnesses.

In addition, Malachi 4:5-6 says, “Behold, | willreyou Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. Andnileturn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the children to thaihérs, lest | come and strike the earth with a
curse.” Here we have a specific statement thak ¢ind will send Elijah before the second
coming of Christ to rule on the earth. In MatthEw1-13 we see that Moses and Elijah both
appeared with Christ when He was transfigured emtbuntain. Matthew 17:3 says, “And He
was transfigured before them. His face shone hiesun, and His clothes became as white as
the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeacethém, talking with Him.” For these
reasons many think that Moses and Elijah are tlewitnesses who will prophesy for forty-
two months.

We also see that the two witnesses will shut heaweehat no rain falls for the 1260 days that
they are witnesses on the earth. God gave Mosesrfgo do miracles as signs to Pharaoh in
Egypt. Then James 5:17 says, “Elijah was a maln avitature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did natran the land for three years and six months.”
In addition to the reasons listed above the feat loth of these men performed miracles in the
Old Testament would be another reason why they inhiglthe two witnesses. We also see that
when God used Elijah to stop the rain in the Oldtdment that it was for the same length of
time.



We go on to read in Revelation 11:7-10, “When thieigh their testimony, the beast that
ascends out of the bottomless pit will make wairegiahem, overcome them, and kill them.
And their dead bodiesill lie in the street of the great city which spiritualycalled Sodom

and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. Tthesefrom the peoples, tribes, tongues,
and nations will see their dead bodies three-ahdHadays, and not allow their dead bodies to
be put into graves. And those who dwell on thehearll rejoice over them, make merry, and
send gifts to one another, because these two piofdrenented those who dwell on the earth.”
Once the two witnesses have finished the workttieat.ord has for them on this earth, we see
that He will allow the beast that ascends out eflibttomless pit to kill them.

We see that this beast comes from the bottomlésspis means that he is a demon that is
only released for a short time during the tribwatio do the evil that he desires to do. We see
that he will make war again the two witnesses. d @dl allow this beast to overcome the two
witnesses and kill them. However, the people moll allow their bodies to be buried. Instead
their dead bodies will be left in the street sd thaeryone can see their dead bodies. Then we
have the city described where their bodies willdsein the street. We see that this city is a
great city. God compares the spiritual life ofttbiy to Sodom and Egypt. Sodom was so evil
that Genesis 19:24 says, “Then the LORD raineddiome and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah,
from the LORD out of the heavens.” Then Exodus8Q431 describe the way the Lord
destroyed Egypt when those verses say, “So the L&&R#®d Israel that day out of the hand of
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dedtl@reashore. Thus Israel saw the great
work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the pedphred the LORD, and believed the
LORD and His servant Moses.” The last thing thatl@arn about this city is that it was the
city where the Lord was crucified. This meanstthe witnesses will be killed in Jerusalem.

We see that their dead bodies will lie in the dtfeethree-and-a-half days so that the people
throughout the earth can see them. We also sedh®people of the earth will react to the
death of the two witnesses. The people will de¢hihings to celebrate their death. First, the
people will rejoice that they are dead. By the whis is the only time that we see the people
on the earth rejoicing during the entire tribulaticSecond, they will make merry. The word
translated “make merry” means to be delighted wiimething. Here we see that the people
who are in rebellion against God will celebrate dieath of His two witnesses. Third, they will
send gifts to one another. Here we see that tleé&bration will include the sending of gifts to
each other to show their happiness that these tWaavionger speak for God. These actions
certainly show the condition of their hearts. dash 17:9 says, “The heastdeceitful above
all things,and desperately wicked; who can know it?” Thahesreason they will be judged.

We want to help our physical and spiritual childresarn to explain why this is the only time
that the people of the world will rejoice throughdtie entire tribulation. This clearly shows
the rebelliousness of their hearts. May the Laghly bless you as you help your children learn
to explain these things.



25.

The Return of the Two Witnesses to Heaven

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
why the people in rebellion against God will ongjaice one time during the tribulation. We
saw that will happen when the beast out of theoba#ss pit kills the two witnesses. In this
topic we will see what God did after these two wgses have lain in the street of Jerusalem for
three-and-a-half days.

In Revelation 11:11-14 we read, “Now after the ¢hemd-a-half days the breath of life from
God entered them, and they stood on their feetgesat fear fell on those who saw them. And
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to thi€ame up here.” And they ascended to
heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw thenthellsame hour there was a great earthquake,
and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquakeesethousand people were killed, and the rest
were afraid and gave glory to the God of heavelne Jecond woe is past. Behold, the third
woe is coming quickly.” Here we see that the Lisrthe One who has the final word about the
ministry of the two witnesses.

After three-and-a-half days of lying in the strébgse two bodies will certainly have the smell
of death on them. Martha said to Jesus in Jol8011Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’
Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to,Himord, by this time there is a stench, for he
has beemleadfour days.” However, God will now give the whaarth the opportunity to see
the power of God displayed. We see that the brefdife from God entered into them.
Genesis 2:7 says, “And the LORD God formed rmofthe dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man becamigiag being.” In the same way that the breath
of life gave life to Adam, that breath of life whlere give life to the dead bodies of the two
witnesses. Then these two witnesses will stantthein feet. This will cause all those who see
them to be filled with a great fear. Suddenly ¢iméire earth will have visual proof that God is
able to raise the dead.

However, what happens next will only increase e bf the people of the earth. There will
suddenly be a loud voice from heaven saying tdwloewitnesses, “Come up here.” We see
that they will immediately ascend into heaven tiaud as their enemies watch them. Acts 1:9
says, “Now when He had spoken these things, whég watched, He was taken up, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight.” Here we $bat the two witnesses will ascend into
heaven in the same way that Christ ascended. wihige followed by a great earthquake.
Seven thousand people in Jerusalem will be killg@ny of these deaths will probably be
among their enemies who saw them.

However, this will have a very different effect e Jews. We see that the rest of the people in
Jerusalem will be afraid and give glory to the Gbtheaven. These Jews who give glory to
God are the beginning of the fulfillment of Zecladwril2:10 which says, “And | will pour on the
house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerus#ahen$Spirit of grace and supplication; then
they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, theyl wmourn for Him as one mourns fhis



only son,and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstbbrihen | Corinthians 1:22-24 says,
“For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek aftelowisbut we preach Christ crucified, to the
Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishnast to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdb@od.” This opportunity to see the
resurrection and ascension of the two witnessesh@aven will be a great sign to the Jews in
the tribulation and we see that many in Jerusaldhgiwe glory to the God of heaven.

We also see that this event means that the secoadsvpast and that the third woe is going to
come quickly. We saw in Revelation 9:13-21 thag tnird of the population will be killed by
demons as a part of the second woe. During tinis e also see that the two witnesses will be
carrying out their ministry. They will be killedhd then rise from the dead and be taken to
heaven followed by a great earthquake in the dileausalem. Here the promise is given that
the third woe will come quickly. Revelation 11:48ys, “Then the seventh angel sounded: And
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The d&amgs of this world have becorttee
kingdomsof our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall refgrever and ever!”” Here we see

that the seventh angel now sounds his trumpet.

We see that the sounding of this trumpet will cdose voices to be heard in heaven. This is
due to the fact that all remaining judgments apard of the seventh trumpet judgment. In
Revelation 12:12 we read, “Therefore rejoice, Ovkes, and you who dwell in them! Woe to
the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For ¢vd Has come down to you, having great
wrath, because he knows that he has a short titdere we see that Satan will be confined to
the earth during most of the period of this thirdew As a result, he will focus his attacks on
the nation of Israel because Christ came fromriaion. God will bring judgment on the earth
with the seven bowl judgments which are a parhefdeventh trumpet judgment. Then both
religious and commercial Babylon will be destroy&ilhen the remaining judgments are
completed, the third woe will also be completed tredreign of Christ on this earth for a
thousand years will begin.

This is why these loud voices will be rejoicingneaven because they can see that Christ will
soon rule. That is why they say, “The kingdomshig world have beconthe kingdom®f our
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign foreaad ever!” Christ said in John 12:31, “Now
is the judgment of this world; now the ruler ofshwvorld will be cast out.” Satan is the ruler of
this world and Christ knew that Satan would soonddéfeated. John 16:11 says, “Of judgment,
because the ruler of this world is judged.” Thgeds and all of the saints in heaven will begin
to celebrate because of the fact that they retiiaethe reign of Christ for a thousand years is
coming and Satan will then have his judgment cotegleo that the kingdom of Christ will
then be eternal.

We see the rejoicing of the saints in heaven ineRdon 11:16-19 where we read, “And the
twenty-four elders who sat before God on their tieofell on their faces and worshiped God,
saying: ‘We give You thanks, O Lord God AlmightlgetOne who is and who was and who is
to come, because You have taken Your great powkreagned. The nations were angry, and
Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead,ttegt should be judged, and that You should
reward Your servants the prophets and the saintsthose who fear Your name, small and
great, and should destroy those who destroy thb.earhen the temple of God was opened in



heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen iteitiple. And there were lightnings, noises,
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.” éise¢hverses we see that the saints will fall on
their faces and worship God.

This rejoicing and thanks to God for judging thaseebellion first speaks of who God is.
These words remind us that He is the Lord God Altyig The word “Lord” speaks of the One
to whom we belong. God Almighty speaks of the that He is the ruler of all. Those who are
presently in rebellion against God will soon hdweitt rebellion judged and that rebellion will
come to an end. We also see that He is the, “Ormeisvand who was and who is to come.”
Revelation 1:7-8 says, “Behold, He is coming witbuds, and every eye will see Him, even
they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of theteawill mourn because of Him. Even so,
Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omegjae Beginning andhe End,” says the Lord, ‘who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” Here gee that Christ is the One who is the
Eternal One who will rule forever. He has no begig and no end. He is the One who has
taken His great power and is ready to begin His muthe earthly kingdom very soon and then
that kingdom will become the eternal kingdom.

Earlier in Revelation we saw that the nations wiled with great fear as they experienced
some of the earlier judgments. However, this wiprsi Christ shows that this fear has turned
to anger. We see that the reason for this anghkrago the fact that the time of Christ’'s wrath
against all rebellion has come. This is a remirtdehe fact that those in rebellion against
Christ will continue to show their anger and reioelluntil they are destroyed. Revelation
19:19-21 says, “And | saw the beast, the kinghefdarth, and their armies, gathered together
to make war against Him who sat on the horse aathagHis army. Then the beast was
captured, and with him the false prophet who workigds in his presence, by which he
deceived those who received the mark of the beabktreose who worshiped his image. These
two were cast alive into the lake of fire burninghabrimstone. And the rest were killed with
the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him wabon the horse. And all the birds were
filled with their flesh.” After that they will fae the eternal judgment mentioned in Revelation
20:11-15.

In contrast, the saints can rejoice because Abrggiing to reward the prophets and the saints
and all those who fear His name. It will not mattdether the prophets and saints have been
unknown or had a great influence on many. Weallilbe rewarded for our works. |
Corinthians 3:14 says, “If anyone’s work which e tbuilt onit endures, he will receive a
reward.” However, all the rebellious on the eavil be destroyed. At this point we also see
that the temple of God in heaven will be openece d&k that God will reveal the ark of His
covenant. The earthly Holy of holies was openedm@hrist finished His payment for sin on
the cross. Here the heavenly Holy of holies corgi the ark of His covenant will be opened
revealing the eternal salvation of those who tutee@hrist provided by His blood of the New
Covenant. This is revealed at the same time toati§&judging those on the earth. We want to
help our physical and spiritual children learn xplain to others why it is so important to
receive the blessings of the New Covenant whilg tteare the opportunity. May the Lord
richly bless you as you equip your children to expkhese things to others.



26.

The Defeat of the Dragon in Heaven

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
to others why it is so important to receive thesbiegs of the New Covenant while they have

the opportunity. In this topic we will learn abdbe defeat of Satan in heaven so that he can no
longer be the accuser of the brethren.

Revelation 12:1-2 says, “Now a great sign appesré@aven: a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her headlarghapof twelve stars. Then being with child,
she cried out in labor and in pain to give birthWe will see in the book of Revelation that this
is the first of seven times that signs are mentianeRevelation. The word “sign” is used to
introduce various things that happen in the laltdfahe book. We can go back to the book of
Genesis to interpret this sign. Genesis 37:9-$6,sd@hen he dreamed still another dream and
told it to his brothers, and said, ‘Look, | haveamed another dream. And this time, the sun,
the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to ®e.he toldt to his father and his brothers;
and his father rebuked him and said to him, ‘Whd#tis dream that you have dreamed? Shall
your mother and | and your brothers indeed conmot® down to the earth before you?”” Here
we see that this dream speaks of Jacob (Israelpiarfdmily.

Jacob clearly understood that the sun, moon amsl sp@ke of his family. This dream of
Joseph had a near fulfillment when the brothedoseph bowed down to him in Egypt.
However, we see that this event was used to int®this sign as a picture of the nation of
Israel. In Ezekiel 16:32 we see that Israel isyped as the adulterous wife of God who is not
faithful to God. That verse saysfdu arean adulterous wifeyhotakes strangers instead of
her husband. Then in Hosea 2:16-17 we see thas®gito Israel, “And it shall be, in that
day,” says the LORD,Thatyou will call Me ‘My Husband,” And no longer cdile ‘My

Master,” For | will take from her mouth the namdgshe Baals, and they shall be remembered
by their name no more.” We see here in Revelahahthis woman (Israel) would be in labor
pain to give birth to a child.

However, then we see that another sign appearedel&ion 12:3-6 says, “And another sign
appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery redodraagving seven heads and ten horns, and
seven diadems on his heads. His tail drew a tfitHe stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth. And the dragon stood before the woman wioready to give birth, to devour her Child
as soon as it was born. She bore a male Childwasoto rule all nations with a rod of iron.

And her Child was caught up to God and His throfileen the woman fled into the wilderness,
where she has a place prepared by God, that tleeydsfeed her there one thousand two
hundred and sixty days.” We see that this signfiery red dragon. These verses also describe
Israel and the Child that would be born from theamaof Israel whom we will see is Christ.

The name of this dragon is given in Revelation 1#2h@re we read, “So the great dragon was
cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil Sathn, who deceives the whole world; he was
cast to the earth, and his angels were cast obthimi.” We see that this fiery red dragon is



Satan. Satan is described as a red dragon haawen ieads and ten horns with seven crowns
on his heads. Daniel was given a number of viswamsh are recorded in the book of Daniel.
We will see that some of the things in these veasesnterpreted in Daniel 7.

However, first we see that this dragon drew a thirthe stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth. We see the original rebellion of Satanragabod in Isaiah 14:12-15 where we read,
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, sorttoed morning'How you are cut down to the
ground, you who weakened the nations! For you Isawdin your heart: ‘I will ascend into
heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars ofl@ will also sit on the mount of the
congregation on the farthest sides of the nortwjlllascend above the heights of the clouds, |
will be like the Most High.” Yet you shall be brght down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of
the Pit.” The sin of Satan at that time was pritieere the third of the stars that followed Satan
in his rebellion were the angels that followed l@nmd became the demons. Satan threw most of
these demons to the earth to destroy the nationhenchale Child which would come from that
nation to defeat Satan.

When Christ was born Satan tried to destroy Himatthew 2:16 says, “Then Herod, when he
saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was éxgge angry; and he sent forth and put to
death all the male children who were in Bethlehaahia all its districts, from two years old
and under, according to the time which he had getexd from the wise men.” When Christ
began His public ministry in Nazareth, He said tHatwas fulfilling the words of Isaiah in
Isaiah 61:1-2a. Luke 4:18-21 says, “The Spiritlted LORD is upon Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; Heskat Me to heal the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery ghsito the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of @RMDL." Then He closed the book, and géve
back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyai who were in the synagogue were fixed
on Him. And He began to say to them, ‘Today thas@ure is fulfilled in your hearing.” This
caused great anger in the synagogue and Satanhgsedportunity to again try to destroy
Christ. Luke 4:28-29 says, “So all those in theagyogue, when they heard these things, were
filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust Him otitlee city; and they led Him to the brow of
the hill on which their city was built, that theyight throw Him down over the cliff.” Here we
see Satan tried to get the people of NazarethltClrist.

Christ had stopped at the end of Isaiah 61:2a. d¥ew the entire verse of Isaiah 61:2 says,

“To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, dmelday of vengeance of our God; to

comfort all who mourn.” Here we see that the sdgomrase speaks of the fact that one day
Christ will come as the Judge “to rule all natiovith a rod of iron.” When Christ finished the
payment for sin that also meant the judgment chiSate see that He was caught up to God and
His throne. The last part of these verses spdaistdhe fact that Satan will also make a final
effort to destroy the nation of Israel from whichri3t came when Revelation 12:6 says, “Then
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she haaee prepared by God, that they should
feed her there one thousand two hundred and sasty.tl Here we see that God is going to
protect Israel from the final effort of Satan toyguetely destroy the nation of Israel.

Revelation 12:7-10 goes on to say, “And war brolein heaven: Michael and his angels
fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his larfgeght, but they did not prevail, nor was



a place found for them in heaven any longer. $gtieat dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives thelewworld; he was cast to the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him. Then | heard a Mide saying in heaven, “Now salvation,
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and tveep of His Christ have come, for the
accuser of our brethren, who accused them befar&od day and night, has been cast down.”
Here we see that Satan will be cast out of heamdrcast to the earth.

Satan is the prince of the power of the air. E@mss2:2 says, “In which you once walked
according to the course of this world, accordingh® prince of the power of the air, the spirit
who now works in the sons of disobedience.” Iis thescription of our life before we trusted in
Christ, we also see that Satan is called the “profdhe power of the air”. In these verses we
see that Satan uses this position to serve asthiser of our brethren. However, we see that
God is going to give Michael and the other andgesresponsibility to fight against Satan and
his demons and cast them to the earth so that Saitdre confined to the earth and can no
longer accuse the saints. Satan is the one whddtwasved the whole world from the time of
Adam and Eve. He will continue to deceive untilifigent to his eternal judgment. Revelation
20:7-8a says, “Now when the thousand years havieeekBsatan will be released from his
prison and will go out to deceive the nations whacé in the four corners of the earth.” Then
Revelation 20:10 adds, “The devil, who deceiveditheas cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the false progteeAnd they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.” Satan will seek to destroy asyrpeople as possible in the time he has left.

Meanwhile we see that there will be rejoicing imwen because of the fact that the accuser of
our brethren has been cast down. We see thatlavtwae will speak in heaven. This means
that no longer will any saints be accused to Gasdl.a result, all in heaven can rejoice because
the salvation of God has come. All believers wxperience the full security described in
Romans 8:38-39 where we read, “For | am persuducdheither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present mangs to come, nor height nor depth, nor any
other created thing, shall be able to separateons the love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” We will see the full power of God as [delges all those who rejected Christ and
chose to receive His judgment.

We see that the kingdom of our God has come. dngshort time Christ will come to rule the
earth. Revelation 19:16 says, “And He haddmrobe and on His thigh a name written: KING
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” In just three and alfhyears the power of Satan will be
defeated except for the final short rebellion wikatan is loosed for a little season in
Revelation 20:7-10. Then Satan and all who hallevied him will be judged for eternity. We
want to help our physical and spiritual childrearteto warn all those who reject Christ and
follow Satan that they will share in his judgment &ll eternity. May the Lord richly bless you
as you help your children learn to explain thatig§ttwill have show His power as He judges
Satan and his followers.



27.

The Desperation of the Dragon on the Earth

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
that Satan will have the day come when he can mgelobe the accuser of the saints. Instead
he will be cast to the earth so that he will ordywé a short time to deceive any more people.
Through the next several chapters we will see@uat will judge Satan and his followers. First
this judgment will be on the earth and then it Wil followed by the eternal judgment of Satan
and all who reject the life Christ offers.

Revelation 12:11-12 says, “And they overcame hinthigyblood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, and they did not love theirelsvto the death. Therefore rejoice, O heavens,
and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitaritthe earth and the sea! For the devil has
come down to you, having great wrath, because be/&rnhat he has a short time.” Here we
see that the tribulation saints will have victomeo Satan in the same way that we have victory.
First, we read that they will overcome him by theoll of the Lamb. In | Corinthians 1:23-24
Paul wrote, “But we preach Christ crucified, to flevs a stumbling block and to the Greeks
foolishness, but to those who are called, both JawisGreeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. Then he went on to add in | Coiients 2:2, “For | determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Himfexdc¢ The preaching of the message of
the death and resurrection of Christ is the keyviercoming Satan by the blood of the Lamb.
That will be the message of the tribulation sajuss as it should be our message today.

Second, they will overcome him by the word of thiegtimony. The word translated
“testimony” speaks of giving formal testimony ircaurt. | John 5:9-11 says, “If we receive the
witness of men, the witness of God is greateritiax is the witness of God which He has
testified of His Son. He who believes in the Sbod has the witness in himself; he who
does not believe God has made Him a liar, becaei$as not believed the testimony that God
has given of His Son. And this is the testimohwgtiGod has given us eternal life, and this life
is in His Son.” The word translated “testimonyged six times in these verses — four times it
is translated witness and two times testimony. etieg see that the Father is the One who has
given the testimony about Christ. As a result,giats in the tribulation will be quoting the
Word of God and not just giving their own wordshat is the same way that Christ defeated
Satan when Satan tempted Him in the wilderness.

Third, they will overcome him by the fact that thexy not love their lives to the death. Here we
see that the tribulation saints will be willingde for their faith. Heaven will rejoice because
Satan is about to be defeated on earth. Howevsrwill be a difficult time for the people on

the earth. That is why we read that it will bénaet of woe to the inhabitants of the earth and
the sea. Satan will come down to the earth widagwrath because he knows his time is short.
Most of the tribulation saints will be killed. Hawer, they are not the people that will
experience woe because Il Corinthians 5:8 says, &Weonfident, yes, well pleased rather to
be absent from the body and to be present witlh.ong.” The tribulation saints can rejoice
even in death. In contrast, it is a time of woeth® people of the earth that continue to follow
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Satan. The fact that he has only a short time mtwi those who follow him will soon face
eternal judgment.

We see that Satan will focus his wrath on two geowpen he is confined to the earth. The first
group is described in Revelation 12:13-14 whereeeel, “Now when the dragon saw that he
had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the waimagave birth to the maféhild. But the
woman was given two wings of a great eagle, thatrsight fly into the wilderness to her place,
where she is nourished for a time and times anfdahiéhe, from the presence of the serpent.”
When Satan is cast to the earth we see that gtegfioup that will experience his wrath is the
nation that gave birth to the male Child — Chrihat is the nation of Israel. That is why the
second half of the tribulation is called the tinfelacob’s trouble. Jeremiah 30:7 says, “Alas!
For that days great, so that nonie like it; and itis the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be
saved out of it.”

Matthew 24:21-22 speaks about this time of Jacwbighle when those verses say, “For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has netbgnce the beginning of the world until this
time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those #aye shortened, no flesh would be saved; but
for the elect’s sake those days will be shortenddlir verses here in Revelation tell us how
Israel is going to be saved out of this time. Gadl that the, “Woman was given two wings of
a great eagle, that she might fly into the wildes® her place.” Here we see that those Jews
who escape from the land of Israel will be takea face where the Lord will protect them
during this second half of the tribulation. Thatnhy the earlier verses in Matthew 24:15-20
warn Israel to flee immediately when the abomimabb desolation (antichrist) sets up his
image in the temple in Jerusalem. Only those Wdmifnmediately will escape so that the

Lord can take them to a place of safety for theha$f of the tribulation.

We see that the Lord promises to nourish Isratligplace of safety, “for a time and times and
half a time.” This phrase is used in one othec@la the Bible. Daniel 7:24-25 says, “The ten
hornsare ten kingswhoshall arise from this kingdom. And another shiak after them; He
shall be different from the firgines,and shall subdue three kings. He shall speskpous

words against the Most High, shall persecute th@saf the Most High, and shall intend to
change times and law. Théme saintsshall be given into his hand for a time and tiraed half

a time. Here we see that the tribulation saintsheigiven into the hands of the antichrist (also
called the abomination of desolation or the bethst) shall come out of these ten kingdoms and
gain power. The goal of antichrist will be to ské@ld words against the Most High (God) and
to persecute the saints of the Most High. As alted God taking the people of Israel who
escape to a place where they will be protectedesdlsat Satan and the antichrist will turn their
great anger against the tribulation saints.

This second group upon which Satan will focus hiatiwonce Israel is protected is described in
Revelation 12:15-17 where we read, “So the serpgeved water out of his mouth like a flood
after the woman, that he might cause her to béechaway by the flood. But the earth helped
the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and®med up the flood which the dragon had
spewed out of his mouth. And the dragon was enragi the woman, and he went to make
war with the rest of her offspring, who keep thenosandments of God and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.” Before we come to the tribulaaints, we see how God will protect Israel.
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We see here that Satan will try one more time tapetely destroy Israel but will fail. This
attempt is described like a flood of water thatdinggon (Satan) will spew out of his mouth.
Isaiah 59:19-20 says, “So shall they fear the naftlee LORD from the west, and His glory
from the rising of the sun; when the enemy comdikéna flood, the Spirit of the LORD will

lift up a standard against him. ‘The Redeemer @alhe to Zion, and to those who turn from
transgression in Jacob,” says the LORD.” In thesgses in Isaiah we see that Isaiah describes
this flood that will come from Satan as an enenat thill come to destroy Israel. Itis at that
time that God will preserve those who in Israel wiawe become true followers of Him. The
destruction of this enemy by the earth may be élselt of the judgment on the earth that is
mentioned in Revelation 11:19 where we read, “Tinentemple of God was opened in heaven,
and the ark of His covenant was seen in His ten#oid. there were lightnings, noises,
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.” &hmsy sent by Satan will be stopped by God.

Satan will be very angry and filled with rage whHencannot completely destroy Israel,
especially the people of Israel who have recognZledst as their Redeemer. In his rage Satan
will turn his anger against the tribulation sainte tribulation saints are called the offspring

of Israel because when any person becomes a falloid@hrist we see that they are called sons
of Abraham by faith. Galatians 3:6-9 says, “JesBhraham ‘believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness.” Thereforevktizatonly those who are of faith are sons

of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that @odld justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, sayngou all the nations shall be blessed.’

So then those whare of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.” By salvation that

Christ provided through His death and resurregbeople of all nations can come to Christ in
repentance and faith and share in the blessingm diy God including all the tribulation saints.

We see two characteristics of those who becomelation saints. First, we see that they keep
the commandments of God. Second, we see the redsothey keep the commandments of
God. They keep those commandments because theyttatestimony of Jesus Christ. This is
a key to understanding both the present and tlheefutUntil we come to God by repentance
from the sin of unbelief and place our faith in Shrwe have no desire or power to keep the
commandments of God. When a person receives Qiyristith he or she is given a new nature
that desires to please God. As we yield to theyISglirit we are given the power to do those
things that are pleasing to God. Philippians &4y, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” This same thing will be truehef tribulation saints. We want to help our
physical and spiritual children learn to explaing@hrist gives us the desire to please God
when we become Christians. We also want to he@mtexplain why Christ gave us the Holy
Spirit to give us power to carry out those desagsve yield to Him. May the Lord richly bless
you as you help your children learn to explain égngs.
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28.

The Activity of the Beast on the Earth

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
why Christ gives all who follow Him both the destoeobey God and then the power to obey
God as they yield to Him. In this topic we wilbl® about the beast that rises up out of the
earth.

In Revelation 13:1-4 we read, “Then | stood onghrd of the sea. And | saw a beast rising up
out of the sea, having seven heads and ten hordgrahis horns ten crowns, and on his heads
a blasphemous name. Now the beast which | sawikeaa leopard, his feet were litbe feet
of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lione @hagon gave him his power, his throne,
and great authority. Anldsawone of his heads as if it had been mortally wodnded his
deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled followed the beast. So they
worshiped the dragon who gave authority to thethaasl they worshiped the beast, saying,
“Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with hinTPiis refers to the dragon (Satan)
who is mentioned in the previous verse.

We see that Satan will stand on the sand of the BeRevelation 20:8 we see that the people

of the earth will be like the sand of the sea. tMaaise speaks of Satan and says, “And will go
out to deceive the nations which are in the founets of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather
them together to battle, whose numiseas the sand of the sea.” In this verse we sédhtba

sand speaks of the people of the nations. Satdbenamong the people of the nations with a
very short time to destroy them when a beast upesut of the sea. This beast has seven heads
and ten horns. We saw a similar description oaSathen he was cast out of heaven in
Revelation 12:3 where we read, “And another sigreaped in heaven: behold, a great, fiery

red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, aad deadems on his heads.” However, this
beast rises out of the sea.

In this chapter and chapter 17 we will see foursvinat Satan tries to imitate the true and
living God. Here instead of the Lamb of God we theebeast of Satan. We will see that this
beast is the antichrist and his world system. Peest is described as coming up out of the sea
and has seven heads and ten horns with crownsean tBaniel 7:24-25 says, “The ten horns
are ten kingswhoshall arise from this kingdom. And another shiakt after them; he shall be
different from the firsbnes,and shall subdue three kings. He shall speskpousvords

against the Most High, shall persecute the saiintisscoMost High, and shall intend to change
times and law. Thethe saintsshall be given into his hand for a time and tiraed half a

time.” In talking about this same event Danielssthat the antichrist will arise from within the
former fourth world empire. He will speak agaifsid with pompous words. He will persecute
the saints for “a time and times and half a timéilick we saw in an earlier topic is 3 ¥z years or
42 months.

He is described as having a blasphemous namearnieDr the leopard represented the Greek
Empire because it moved with such swiftness, tlae epresented the Medo-Persian Empire
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because of its fierceness and the bear represtr@d®hbylonian Empire with its great power.
The fourth beast is described in Daniel 7:7 wheea®ad, “After this | saw in the night visions,
and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terristegedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it
was devouring, breaking in pieces, and tramplirgrédsidue with its feet. Wasdifferent from
all the beasts thaterebefore it, and it had ten horns.” The Roman Empias the fourth

world empire and it is from a revived Roman empinat the antichrist will come. Satan will
give the antichrist his power, his throne and geedlority.

We see here in Revelation 13:3 that the anticluilsimitate the death and resurrection of
Christ as the first part of verse 3 says, “Arswone of his heads as if it had been mortally
wounded, and his deadly wound was healed.” Thisaslescription of his imitation of the
death and resurrection of Christ. This imitatiafi @ause the entire world to be amazed and
follow the antichrist. This is an indication the will become the ruler of the entire world
because the people will be so amazed at this iontatThe rulers of each of the four world
empires claimed to be a god. This antichrist feillow that same pattern. The people will
worship Satan because he gave power to the amsticArhey will also worship the beast and
say that there has never been a ruler like hine gdople will also feel that he is so powerful
that no one can fight against him. Those who atdribulation saints will be totally deceived
by him. 1l Thessalonians 2:11-12 says, “And fas tleason God will send them strong
delusion, that they should believe the lie, thaythll may be condemned who did not believe
the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.fe Me see that they will believe the lie of the
antichrist.

In the previous topic we saw that Satan woulddrgéstroy Israel in his rage but that God will
protect part of the Jews. In this chapter we baeS$atan will work through the antichrist and
they will then turn their anger against the triliidia saints. Revelation 13:5-8 says, “And he
was given a mouth speaking great things and blasigise and he was given authority to
continue for forty-two months. Then he openedmhaith in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those wkt ith heaven. It was granted to him to
make war with the saints and to overcome them. &uttority was given him over every tribe,
tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the earthl wibrship him, whose names have not been
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain frotihe foundation of the world.”

We see the power that Satan will give to the ansth Satan will give him great speaking
ability so that he can speak great things. Thsgrawill be limited by God to only forty-two
months (the 3 %2 years or 1260 days of the Greaulation). He will open his mouth and
speak blasphemy against God. The word “blasphengdns to speak slander or to speak evil.
Here we see that the antichrist will speak eviliegfaGod. In addition, he will speak evil
against everything that relates to God. This idetuthe name of God, the tabernacle of God
and all those who dwell in heaven which would ingwall of the godly angels and all those
taken to heaven in the Rapture.

Satan will give the antichrist authority to makeragainst the tribulation saints. We see that
he will overcome the remaining tribulation sainhis will be in addition to any saints who

have already been killed. Revelation 6:9-10 saihen He opened the fifth seal, | saw under
the altar the souls of those who had been slaithioword of God and for the testimony which
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they held. And they cried with a loud voice, sayitHow long, O Lord, holy and true, until
You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwethe earth?” Here we see that God will
allow the antichrist to kill any of the tribulatiGaints except the 144,000 that have been sealed.

We also see that the antichrist will have autharitgr every tribe, tongue and nation. The
antichrist will have the same attitude as Nebuckadar had in the time of Daniel and his
friends. Daniel 3:4-6 says, “Then a herald criledid: ‘To you it is commanded, O peoples,
nations, and languagebat at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flaéep, lyre and
psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, yshall fall down and worship the gold image
that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up; and whoee= wiot fall down and worship shall be cast
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery fuoea” The king basically told all of his rulers
and leaders, “Worship my image or die.” The ddfere in the time of the tribulation is that the
antichrist will demand this kind of worship fronl af the people remaining on the earth.

Everyone “whose names have not been written iBthak of Life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world,” will choose to worshigetantichrist to preserve their lives. The
Book of Life is mentioned eight times in the Newsiament, seven in the book of Revelation.
The eighth use is in Philippians 4:3 where we réadd | urge you also, true companion, help
these women who labored with me in the gospel, ®l#ment also, and the rest of my fellow
workers, whose namese in the Book of Life.” In this verse we see thdtfallowers of Christ
are written in the book of Life. Revelation 204#ys, “And anyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” AHose not in the Book of Life will experience
eternal judgment. Then Revelation 21:27 says, tBete shall by no means enter it anything
that defiles, or causes an abomination or a liephly those who are written in the Lamb’s
Book of Life.” Only those written in the Book offe will be in heaven.

Revelation 13:9-10 goes on to say, “If anyone masax, let him hear. He who leads into
captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills vaithe sword must be killed with the sword.
Here is the patience and the faith of the saint$hé statement “If anyone has an ear, let him
hear,” is similar to the phrase that was repeatdideaend of message to each of the seven
churches in chapters 2 and 3. However, this phraszdoes not include the phrase “what the
Spirit says to the churches”. This is due to tw that this is a message to the tribulation saint
instead of the churches. The purpose of this ngesisato prepare the tribulation saints for the
fact that they can expect to experience varioud<kof suffering as Satan and the antichrist
know that their time is short.

God explains in these verses the various wayslleatibulation saints will bring glory to God
even as they suffer for the Lord. Tribulation s$aiwill be led into captivity and most will later
be killed. Whatever forms of suffering that the§fer God says that they can bring glory to
God by showing their patience and faith. We warttelp our physical and spiritual children
learn to show their patience and faith by enduvihgtever the Lord allows in their lives. In
this way they also bring glory to God. May the dloichly bless you as you equip your
children to explain to others how to bring gloryGod.
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29.

The Activity of the False Prophet on the Earth

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
why the antichrist will demand worship from all pé® living on the earth. In this topic we will
see that Satan tries to imitate the Trinity andrtwerk to deceive the people of the earth with

an unholy trinity.

Revelation 13:11-12 says, “Then | saw another ba@asing up out of the earth, and he had two
horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. Anexexcises all the authority of the first beast

in his presence, and causes the earth and thosdwsibin it to worship the first beast, whose
deadly wound was healed.” We have already beeoduted to Satan and the antichrist. With
these verses we are being introduced to Sataempttto imitate the Holy Spirit. This beast is
later called the false prophet. In Revelation 19%20read, “Then the beast was captured, and
with him the false prophet who worked signs ingrissence, by which he deceived those who
received the mark of the beast and those who waedhiis image. These two were cast alive
into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.” Tether these three, Satan the antichrist and the
false prophet, are Satan’s attempt to imitate ttety and we could call them the unholy

trinity. We see that this beast will arise and wibrk together with Satan and the antichrist to
deceive the people of the world.

We see that this beast has two horns like a lanhbpmaks like a dragon. A lamb is known as a
kind and gentle animal. As a result, we see th#rswill use this beast to deceive the world
by his gentleness. However, he will speak withat#hority of a dragon. We saw in chapter
twelve that the dragon was Satan who tried to dgsBhrist. This makes it clear that he will
actually be speaking for Satan. Il Corinthiansl#115 says, “And no wonder! For Satan
himself transforms himself into an angel of ligithereforeit is no great thing if his ministers
also transform themselves into ministers of righss®ss, whose end will be according to their
works.” Throughout history Satan has tried to dexeeople by having his messengers come
as angels of light. In these verses we see thdathe prophet will come in this same way.

However, this false prophet will not point to hirfises an object of worship. He will exercise
the same authority as the first beast, the ansithiihis means that he will do great miracles to
deceive the people of the world. He will not usese miracles to try to get the people to
worship him. Instead he will cause all those lgvon the earth at that time to worship the
antichrist. The antichrist is the one whose deadiynd will be healed. Revelation 13:3 says,
“And | sawone of his heads as if it had been mortally wodnded his deadly wound was
healed. And all the world marveled and followed bleast.” This is the antichrist that the false
prophet will cause the people to worship.

We go on to read about some of the signs thatallse prophet will do to deceive the people.
Revelation 13:13-15 says, “He performs great sigaghat he even makes fire come down
from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. Aadieceives those who dwell on the earth by
those signs which he was granted to do in the sifjtite beast, telling those who dwell on the
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earth to make an image to the beast who was woungldte sword and lived. He was granted
powerto give breath to the image of the beast, thairttage of the beast should both speak and
cause as many as would not worship the image diehst to be killed.” These verses show us
that Satan will make it possible for both the amiist and the beast to perform great signs.

Caesar was the Roman title meaning God. The Reamgeror took that title and made
emperor worship the religion of the Roman Empifée Caesars were all military and political
leaders. The antichrist will be a military andipoal leader. In contrast, the beast will be a
religious leader. However, his message will bevdoship the antichrist. Here we see some of
the signs that the false prophet will perform talkoap his message. We see that he will make
fire come down from heaven to the earth as the lpegatch. This will be his way of imitating
the coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:2-3 where wead, “And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, andlidi the whole house where they were sitting.
Then there appeared to them divided tongues, fiepbindonesat upon each of them.” Satan
will do whatever he can to imitate the Trinity irs lefforts to deceive the people during the
tribulation.

We see that the beast will deceive the peopleeédrth by these signs. 1l Thessalonians 2:11-
12 says, “And for this reason God will send therorgg delusion, that they should believe the
lie, that they all may be condemned who did noielvel the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.” Those who reject Christ willengnce this strong delusion and believe the
signs of the beast. This beast will tell the peaylthe earth to make an image to the beast
(antichrist) that was wounded by the sword anddivRevelation 13:3-4 says, “Andawone

of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, l&ia deadly wound was healed. And all the
world marveled and followed the beast. So theyshiped the dragon who gave authority to
the beast; and they worshiped the beast, sayingo ¥¥ike the beast? Who is able to make
war with him?””

The people will obey the beast and make an imageeoéntichrist. Nebuchadnezzar gave us
an example of a powerful ruler who commanded tlopleeto worship his image in Daniel 3:4-
6 where we read, “Then a herald cried aloud: ‘To §as commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languagesthat at the time you hear the sound of the horn, floéep, lyre,and psaltery, in
symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fallvde and worship the gold image that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up; and whoever does hdotah and worship shall be cast
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery fuoea” Here we see that all of the people of
the earth will be commanded to worship the imagéhefoeast. Daniel 9:27 says, “Then he
shall confirm a covenant with many for one weeklt; ihithe middle of the week he shall bring
an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the waigdbominations shall be one who makes
desolate, even until the consummation, which isrd@ned, is poured out on the desolate.”
Then Matthew 24:15-16 says, “Therefore when youtlseéabomination of desolation,” spoken
of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy plé@hoever reads, let him understand), then
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”

We also see that the beast will perform another wigh this image. We see that the beast will

give breath to the image of the antichrist. Sutidat false religion that is present in the world
will be changed. We see that the beast will ghte image the power to talk. Then he will
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announce that any who will not worship this imafj¢he antichrist will be killed. Those who
are followers of any false religion will immmediagddegin to worship this image just as the
Babylonian leaders did at the time when Nebuchazhreset up his image. Nebuchadnezzar
warned that all who did not worship his image wolddthrown into the fiery furnace so that
they would be killed. Here we see that the bedssay that all who do not worship this image
will be killed.

We go on to read about the mark that will be rezfilvy the false prophet. Revelation 13:16-
18 says, “He causes all, both small and great,ainchpoor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hand or on their foreheads, and thabme may buy or sell except one who has the
mark or the name of the beast, or the number afidase. Here is wisdom. Let him who has
understanding calculate the number of the beastt fthe number of a man: His numher

666.” This number is often referred too as “Therlviaf the Beast”.

Here we see that the false prophet will requirécatbceive a mark on their right hand or on
their foreheads. Suddenly this false prophetmallonger act like a gentle lamb. Instead he
will show his true character as he becomes thendreorders the death of any who will not
take this mark. Here we see that the goal ofdlsefprophet will be to immediately destroy
everyone who will not take this mark. This wiltlnde the small and the great. This will
include the rich and the poor. This will includ®s$e who are free and those who are slaves.
The false prophet will enforce this command by sgyhat no one can buy or sell unless their
either have the mark that has the name of therargior the number of his name.

Most of the tribulation saints who are still alwaél be killed at this point in time. These are
the ones that are described in Revelation 7:9 dndhkre we read, “After these things |
looked, and behold, a great multitude which no@mdd number, of all nations, tribes,
peoples, and tongues, standing before the throthdefiore the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
with palm branches in their hands...And | said to Hiair, you know.” So he said to me,
‘These are the ones who come out of the greatlation, and washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” These dre bnes who will also ask how long it will

be till those who killed them will be judged.

The Lord wants all true believers to understandhilmaber that will be the number of the mark
of the beast. We see that his number will be timalver of a man which is the number 666.
The number of God is 7 as Genesis 2:3 says, “TrahiBessed the seventh day and sanctified
it, because in it He rested from all His work wh{gbd had created and made.” The antichrist,
as powerful as he will be, is still a man. Romar&3 says, “For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.” His number will come shoft®@od’s number of perfection. We want to
help our physical and spiritual children learn xplain why this number is called the number of
man. This number is a reminder that all are ssaad have come short of the glory of God.
May the Lord richly bless you as you help your dteh learn to explain the number of man.
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30.

The Announcement of the Fall of Babylon

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
the number of man. We saw that the number of rhaws that regardless of how powerful a
person can become that he will still come shothefglory of God. In this topic we will see
that God announces that political and religiousyBabwill soon fall which will be a main part
of the preparation for the return of Christ to rule

Revelation 13 told us that the people of the warildlbe required to have the number of the
antichrist on their forehead or their right hanaider to buy or sell. In chapter 7 we saw that
God placed His seal on 144,000 Jews so that Satdd not hurt them because they will be the
witnesses of God to the world during the periotheftribulation. That group of witnesses is
mentioned again as we come to Revelation 14. Reweld4:1-2 says, “Then | looked, and
behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Hin@ hundre@nd forty-four thousand,
having His Father's name written on their forehea@lad | heard a voice from heaven, like the
voice of many waters, and like the voice of loudrttter. And | heard the sound of harpists
playing their harps.” In these verses we seetti@ai44,000 will be standing with the Lamb on
Mount Zion.

Mount Zion is the highest hill in the city of Jealsm. It was on this hill that the early city of
Jerusalem was built. Later Mount Zion was use@litoabout the entire city of Jerusalem.
Psalm 48:1-2 says, “Grestthe LORD, and greatly to be praised in the citpof God,n His
holy mountain. Beautiful in elevation, the joytbe whole earths Mount Zionon the sides of
the north, the city of the great King.” These esrgxplain that Mount Zion is the city of the
great King which is the city of Jerusalem. We ase that this is the city where the Lord will
reign over the earth and punish the fallen angadsumbelievers until the final judgment.
Isaiah 24:21-23 says, “It shall come to pass ihdlagthatthe LORD will punish on high the
host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kingiseoéarth. They will be gathered togetlaer,
prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be sipuin the prison; after many days they will be
punished. Then the moon will be disgraced andtimeashamed; for the LORD of hosts will
reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and beforeelttiers, gloriously.”

The people of the nations will be forced to take tark or seal of the antichrist but this group
of 144,000 will have the seal of God on their f@atis so that the antichrist cannot touch them.
We know that Christ is our Lamb who paid the samifor our sins so that we could receive
forgiveness of sins. The fact that John saw Chktatding with the 144,000 is a reminder that
these are followers of Christ and will be witnesisgdHim during the tribulation. John also
heard a voice from heaven that spoke with a loudevoThis voice was like the sound of many
waters or like loud thunder. A large waterfalssloud that you cannot even hear the shout of
a person and the same thing happens when the thigndey loud. John also heard a group of
harpists playing a song on their harps. This ssr@gnew song.

Revelation 14:3-5 says, “They sang as it were asmvg before the throne, before the four
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living creatures, and the elders; and no one claalch that song except the hundesd forty-
four thousand who were redeemed from the eartlesdlare the ones who were not defiled
with women, for they are virgins. These are thesomko follow the Lamb wherever He goes.
These were redeemed framongmen,beingfirstfruits to God and to the Lamb. And in their
mouth was found no deceit, for they are withouttfaafore the throne of God.” Here we see
that as the harps play that the 144,000 will bgisona new song that no one else can learn.
The only ones who can learn this song are the D04ltat God has redeemed from the earth
and placed His seal on them so that Satan canaci them.

We also see that the 144,000 who have been sepl@ddhave not defiled themselves with
women. | Corinthians 6:18-20 says, “Flee sexuahorality. Every sin that a man does is
outside the body, but he who commits sexual imnitgrains against his own body. Or do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Hopir® who isin you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were boaghatprice; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” Here e that the 144,000 understand the fact
that their bodies are the temple of God. They kakp themselves pure from all sexual sin

We see that the 144,000 will follow Christ whereker goes. This statement makes it clear
that they will follow Christ even when they are écby all those who refuse to repent and turn
to Christ. Christ told his disciples the nightdref He was crucified in John 15:18-19, “If the
world hates you, you know that it hated Me befbretedyou. If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. Yet because you are rfdhe world, but | chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you.” That stadatrwas certainly true for the early disciples.
It will also be true for the 144,000 during thdotrdation. However, they are sealed by God so
that the devil cannot touch them.

These verses show that the 144,000 are the fitstiaube redeemed to God and the Lamb
during the period of the tribulation. The factittizey are called the firstfruits is due to thetfac
that they will turn to Christ early in the tribulan while the rest of Israel will turn to God later
in the tribulation. Romans 11:25-27 says, “Foo bt desire, brethren, that you should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wisgaur own opinion, that blindness in part has
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gestilas come in. And so all Israel will be saved,
as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out ofah, and He will turn away ungodliness from
Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, whenkietaway their sins.”

We see the way that the 144,000 will speak asdpegk for God during the tribulation. They
will follow the example of Christ which is givenrfas in | Peter 2:21-22 where we read, “For
to this you were called, because Christ also sediféor us, leaving us an example, that you
should follow His steps: ‘Who committed no sin, mas deceit found in His mouth™ Christ
gave us an example to follow and see that the D@A\Il also follow His example. In fact we
read that they are without fault before the throh&od. That is due to the fact that Il
Corinthians 5:21 says, “For He made Him who knevsindo besin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.” They beéllwithout fault because they will stand
in the righteousness of Christ.

Revelation 14:6-8 goes on to say, “Then | saw aradingel flying in the midst of heaven,
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having the everlasting gospel to preach to those adviell on the earth—to every nation, tribe,
tongue, and people— saying with a loud voice, ‘F&ad and give glory to Him, for the hour
of His judgment has come; and worship Him who ntaekven and earth, the sea and springs
of water.” And another angel followed, saying, lB#on is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she has made all nations drink of the @fitiee wrath of her fornication.” In addition
to the witness of the 144,000 to the people oretrth, we see here than an angel will be flying
in the heavens preaching the Gospel to all of #apfe on the earth. This is a miracle of God
as He makes it possible for all of the people @ndarth of every nation, tribe, tongue and
people to hear the message of the everlasting Gohes will make it possible for every
person on earth to hear the Gospel and have oaleofaportunity to repent during the
tribulation.

The angel will speak in a loud voice so that eysgson on earth can hear. This angel will
invite all of the people of the earth to fear God g@ive glory to Him. Jude 1:22-23 says, “And
on some have compassion, making a distinctionpthdrs save with fear, pullithemout of

the fire, hating even the garment defiled by tlestil” Throughout history the Lord has used
both His mercy and the fear of God to draw peoplditnself. However, at this point in time
the angel is coming to announce that the hourefutigment of God has come. In His mercy,
God still gives the people one final opportunityépent before His judgment comes.

This will be the last opportunity to turn and wdpsthe One who created the heaven and the
earth. We are also reminded that He is the Credititre sea and the springs of water. Paul
began with this same message when He spoke toghefrAthens. Acts 17:24-25 says, “God,
who made the world and everything in it, since sleard of heaven and earth, does not dwell
in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshipet wien’s hands, as though He needed
anything, since He gives to all life, breath, alidhangs.” Instead of fearing the Creator of
heaven and earth, the people will fear Satan amdunltichrist. As a result, God gives this final
opportunity to repent and fear God.

For all those who do not repent, we see that anaiigel will quickly follow who will say,
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, laerse she has made all nations drink of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication.” We will see imet following chapters that this destruction of
Babylon will be the complete destruction of religgoand commercial Babylon and the
unbelieving people throughout the earth. Everg@emho rejects this final offer of salvation
will be judged and taken off the earth along with tlestruction of the religious, political and
commercial systems of the world. We want to helpghysical and spiritual children learn to
understand and explain that God will continue flerofnercy right up to the moment when
judgment comes. However, those who walit too loilgexperience the judgment of God
because they have rejected the mercy of God. i$hlaé same message that people need to
hear today so that they can come to God througistOhrrepentance and faith. May the Lord
richly bless you as you equip your children to shthis message of hope and warning of
judgment.
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31.

The Announcement of the Coming Defeat of the Beast

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
that God will offer mercy during the tribulation tilose who have never heard. However, for
those who reject that mercy and the message oBhbie will send an angel to warn that the time
of judgment has come. In this topic we will seattGod will send another angel to speak of the
coming defeat of the antichrist and his followers.

The second angel will warn that judgment is congagkly. Then we see that a third angel
comes who warns who will be judged. Revelatior91¥43 says, “Then a third angel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships beast and his image, and recehiss
mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himselll siiso drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out full strength into the @ipdis indignation. He shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the larigels and in the presence of the Lamb.
And the smoke of their torment ascends foreveremad; and they have no rest day or night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whoewceives the mark of his name.” Here is the
patience of the saints; heaiee those who keep the commandments of God and ttred&i
Jesus. Then | heard a voice from heaven sayingetd'Write: ‘Blessedare the dead who die

in the Lord from now on.” ‘Yes,’ says the Spifthat they may rest from their labors, and their
works follow them.” Here we see the consequesfdaking the mark of the beast (antichrist).

This warning is to everyone who worships the baasdthis image and receives his mark on
their forehead or hand. We see that all who werdie beast and receive his mark will drink
the wine of the wrath of God. In addition, we e this judgment will be poured out at full
strength. All the people on the earth who worshgbeast and take his mark will have heard
the message of the everlasting Gospel from thel amglewill have chosen to reject that
message. Christ took the full strength of the jundgt of every person when he bore our sins on
the cross. As a result, they make the choicedeive the full judgment that Christ received on
their behalf since they will have rejected His pawytfor their sins and chosen to worship the
beast and take his mark.

We see that all who take that mark will be tormdmigth fire and brimstone and that their
judgment will be eternal. Revelation 20:14-15 sdyben Death and Hades were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyoeoiefound written in the Book of Life was
cast into the lake of fire.” Then Revelation 28&/s, “But the cowardly, unbelieving,
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerdataters, and all liars shall have their part
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone jethis the second death.” There will be no
escape from this eternal judgment. In contrastseeethe reward of all those who become
saints by repenting of their sin and placing tiith in Christ.

We read about the blessing that is promised tedim@s. The saints are those who keep the

commandments of God because of the fact that theg placed their faith in Jesus Christ.
John was told to write that all those who die fritvat point on are blessed by the Lord. Those
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who die from this point on during the tribulationiivdie for their faith in Christ. We see that
the Spirit gives them two promises in addition &inlg blessed. First they will experience rest
from their labors. This particular word translateabors” means the beating of the breast with
sorrow or to cause one trouble. This means tleatribulation saints will experience rest from
all of the troubles that will come on them priorthe@ir deaths. Second, we see that their works
will follow them. This means that they can lookviard to rewards for the suffering that they
will experience during the tribulation before tvae that they are killed.

Revelation 14:14-16 says, “Then | looked, and beéhaMhite cloud, and on the cloud €ate
like the Son of Man, having on His head a goldemwer, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And
another angel came out of the temple, crying wilihua voice to Him who sat on the cloud,
‘Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time hasne for You to reap, for the harvest of the
earth is ripe.” So He who sat on the cloud thiusiis sickle on the earth, and the earth was
reaped.” We see a picture of Christ because Hesaain be returning to this earth. He will be
coming in the clouds. Daniel 7:13-14 says, “| waching in the night visions, and behold,
Onelike the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of V@ He came to the Ancient of Days,
and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Mias given dominion and glory and a
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languabesld serve Him. His dominios an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, ldis kingdomthe onewhich shall not be
destroyed.” These verses in Revelation speakeofdtt that Christ will soon come to rule on
the earth and that after the rule on earth Hisdamg will become an everlasting kingdom.

A crown was given to those who won a sports cortipator who won the victory over another
nation. The golden crown speaks of the fact thatsCwill be recognized as the One who has
won the victory over the kingdom of evil. He ailsil have a sharp sickle in His hand. In that
day the farmers used a sharp sickle to harvegirdia in their fields. Another angel will come
from the temple to announce what Christ will dohattie sickle. This angel will tell Christ to
thrust in His sickle and reap. The angel will tleplain that the harvest of the earth is ripe.
Here we see that Christ will not be reaping a ghairvest. Instead he will use His sharp sickle
to judge Satan and the antichrist along with thepfeeon the earth who have taken his mark.
The fact that it says that the harvest is ripe ra¢hat the time for this judgment has come and
there will be no further delay. We also see that judgment of the people of the earth will
begin soon and the details of this judgment ofpibeple of the earth will be given in the next
several chapters.

Revelation 14:17-20 says, “Then another angel caumef the temple which is in heaven, he
also will have a sharp sickle. And another angete out from the altar, who had power over
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who hbhd sharp sickle, saying, ‘Thrust in your sharp
sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of #wthe for her grapes are fully ripe.” So the angel
thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the of the earth, and threvinto the great
winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepreas wampled outside the city, and blood
came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ l&jdte one thousand six hundred furlongs.”
Here we see that another angel will come out oféh®ple in heaven. He will also have a sharp
sickle with him. We see that the sickle of thiganwill be used to judge one particular group
of the people that are on the earth.
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However, we have it mentioned that there will bethar angel who will have power over fire.
The angel with the power over fire is the one wéitstthe angel with the sharp sickle to gather
the clusters of the vine of the earth becauseefabt that her grapes are fully ripe. We see
that the Lord uses a winepress to describe thédegtruction that will come on all of the
enemies that are still alive at the end of theuteibon in the Valley of Armageddon. This will
be the fulfillment of the prophecy given by Isaialsaiah 63:2-4 where we read, “Wisy

Your apparel red, and Your garments like one whads in the winepress? ‘I have trodden the
winepress alone, and from the peoples noves®with Me. For | have trodden them in My
anger, and trampled them in My fury; their bloodpsinkled upon My garments, and | have
stained all My robes. For the day of vengeande My heart, and the year of My redeemed
has come.”

In the time of the New Testament people would nmakenepress by creating a hole in the
ground in a place where the grape juice that waseszpd could run to the one end and be
gathered when it came out of that end. Then thayladvplace a large amount of grapes in the
hole and people would walk on the grapes to squeezglice out of them. The Lord said that
the people of the earth would be gathered forjtldgment at the time which God will choose
for this judgment. God describes it as the timemvthe grapes are fully ripe.

We also see where this judgment by God will happEme verse says that the winepress will be
trampled outside the city. Zechariah 14:1-5 s&shold, the day of the LORD is coming, and
your spoil will be divided in your midst. For | lwgather all the nations to battle against
Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the house=driind the women ravished. Half of the city
shall go into captivity, but the remnant of the plecshall not be cut off from the city. Then the
LORD will go forth and fight against those natioas,He fights in the day of battle. And in

that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Oliyadich faces Jerusalem on the east. And the
Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from eastwest,makinga very large valley; half of the
mountain shall move toward the north and half edward the south. Then you shall flee
throughMy mountain valley, for the mountain valley shahch to Azal. Yes, you shall flee as
you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzxialy of Judah. Thus the LORD my God

will come, and all the saints with You.” This is talking abobgtcity of Jerusalem. In fact half
of the city will be destroyed before the Lord con@gudge the people of the nations gathered
against Jerusalem in the Valley of Armageddon (h@6s in length from Megiddo to Edom).

We see that this winepress will be trampled outthéecity. This battle will be described in
more detail when we get to Revelation 19:11-21esEharmies are described in Revelation
19:19 and their judgment in Revelation 19:21. Ehearses say, “And | saw the beast, the
kings of the earth, and their armies, gatheredttmye¢o make war against Him who sat on the
horse and against His army...And the rest were ki@l the sword which proceeded from the
mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the beere filled with their flesh.” We want to
help our physical and spiritual children learn xplain this judgment that will come on the
rebellious in the Valley of Armageddon. May thedleoichly bless you as you help your
children learn to explain these verses.
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32.

The Announcement of the Coming Bowl Judgments

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
the judgment that will come upon those in rebelbgainst God. We saw that this judgment
will happen in the Valley of Armageddon. In thopic we will learn about the bowl judgments
that will come preparing for the Battle of Armagedd

We see that the Lord will bring seven final judgnseio prepare for his coming. These are
announced in Revelation 15:1-2 where we read, “Tisaw another sign in heaven, great and
marvelous: seven angels having the seven last ggador in them the wrath of God is

complete. And | sawomethindike a sea of glass mingled with fire, and thos®wave the
victory over the beast, over his image and oventaskand over the number of his name,
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of Gétiefe we see that this sign is first announced
in heaven. We will see in the next group of vetbas this will bring great joy in heaven. We
see that this sign is described as great and noarselThese plagues will come rapidly and
complete all of the judgments that are in the s#veeal. That is why we read that in them the
wrath of God will be complete.

John helps us to see that this series of sevehjdidigments in announced in front of the throne
of God. Revelation 4:6 says, “Before the thrtimere wasa sea of glass, like crystal. And in
the midst of the throne, and around the threvexgfour living creatures full of eyes in front
and in back.” In this verse we see that the sepast is in front of the throne of God. In
Revelation 4:9-10 we see that the twenty-four eldee the saints who are taken to heaven at
the rapture and worship Christ. On this sea ddgytalarge group of people are gathered. Then
in Revelation 5:8 we read, “Now when He had takendcroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, ehakiing a harp, and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.” [dres in that chapter provided music as the
saints sang about the One who was worthy to opesdioll while the bowls of incense are the
prayers of the saints.

The saints are the group who celebrate the comatgry over the beast, over his image, over
his mark and over the number of his name. We saRevelation 13 that the beast is the
antichrist. Here we see that the saints gatheréwnt of the throne will celebrate the
announcement of the coming victory over the anistfand his entire system. Revelation 15:3-
4 says, “They sing the song of Moses, the servia@od, and the song of the Lamb, saying:
“Great and marvelouare Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and traee Your ways, O

King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lpathd glorify Your name? Fdfoualoneare
holy. For all nations shall come and worship befgou, for Your judgments have been
manifested.” The first song that the saints willgsis the song of Moses. The song of Moses is
found in Exodus 15:1-21 and in Deuteronomy 32:1-ABthat time Israel had been delivered
from Egypt. That song spoke of the judgment ofahemies of God and their followers. The
saints will rejoice because the antichrist anddliswers will experience a similar judgment.
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The second song that the saints will sing is tmg s the Lamb. Christ is the One who is the
Lamb of God. John 1:29 says, “The next day JolnJasus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sithefworld!” He is the One who has
delivered all saints from the penalty of sin throwdjs payment in full on the cross. This song
speaks of the greatness of Christ. We see thatdhies of Christ are great and marvelous.
John 1:1-3 tells us that He is the Creator ofratigs when those verses say, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and thedMa@s God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things were made through Him, andheut Him nothing was made that was
made.” He is also the One who made each one pérs®nally as Psalm 139:14 says, “I will
praise You, for | am fearfullgnd wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, @nat my
soul knows very well.”

Second, this song says that Christ is the Lord Sodghty! Isaiah spoke of this fact when he
said in Isaiah 9:6-7, “For unto us a Child is bamto us a Son is given; and the government
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will bdled Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the irsgedHis government and peatere will be
no end, upon the throne of David and over His kamgdto order it and establish it with
judgment and justice from that time forward, evereter. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.”

Third, this song says that just and true are thgswad Christ. For the saints | John 1:9 says, “If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just t@iee usour sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” In this verse we see that thes whChrist in the forgiveness and cleansing
of the saints are faithful and just. For those wbntinue to reject Christ and rebel against
Him, Revelation 16:7 says, “And | heard anothenfre altar saying, “Even so, Lord God
Almighty, true and righteousre Your judgments.” Then Revelation 19:1-2 adds,téAthese
things | heard a loud voice of a great multitudééaven, saying, ‘Alleluia! Salvation and glory
and honor and powdrelongto the Lord our God! For true and righte@us His judgments,
because He has judged the great harlot who codulpéeearth with her fornication; and He has
avenged on her the blood of His servattedby her.” This statement is made just before
heaven is opened and Christ returns to judge ail nave rejected Him.

Fourth, this song says that Christ is the Kinghef $aints! In the verses quoted above from
Isaiah we see that Christ will be the Eternal Kivigp will rule. Revelation 20:4-6 says that He
will rule on the earth for a thousand years and tHe will rule throughout eternity. Then this
song asks a question, “Who shall not fear You, @Land glorify Your name?” Then we are
reminded that the Lord is the only One who is hdlfat is why all nations will come and
worship before Him. The saints will rejoice asyttteme and worship before Christ. Even
those who are judged will have to admit that Jésughteous to judge them and will bow their
knees before Him. Philippians 2:9-11 says, “TheneefGod also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name,dahtite name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earthpétiibse under the earth, atét every
tongue should confess that Jesus Clsikbrd, to the glory of God the Father.”

We go on to read in Revelation 15:5-8, “After thésags | looked, and behold, the temple of
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was apeAad out of the temple came the seven
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angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pugbtdmen, and having their chests girded

with golden bands. Then one of the four livingattges gave to the seven angels seven golden
bowls full of the wrath of God who lives foreverchaver. The temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from His power, and n@ ovas able to enter the temple till the
seven plagues of the seven angels were completadtiese verses we see that when the saints
have sung the song of Moses and the song of thé lthat the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven will be opened. At that tireee angels will come out of the temple.

These are the seven angels that will bring thersiast plagues to the earth. These seven
plagues will bring about the complete destructibrebgious and commercial Babylon and
prepare the way for Christ to come to judge athef people of the nations that are still in
rebellion against Him. We see that these sevealaage clothed in pure white linen. We see
in Revelation 19:14 that all of the angels in thaias following Christ as He comes to judge
the people will be dressed in this same way whanhuérse says, “And the armies in heaven,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followednHon white horses.” This white linen speaks
of purity and holiness. The seven angels will &awe their chests girded with golden bands.
These golden bands or belts will be worn over thaenlinen robes and will reach from the
shoulders to the waist of the seven angels. Tbasds will speak of the perfect glory of the
judgments of God.

One of the four living creatures will give a goldeowl! to each of these angels. Each bowl will
be filled with the wrath of God who lives foreverdaever. These will be the final seven
judgments that will come on the earth to judgeahagh. The wrath of God speaks of the anger
of God against sin. Romans 12:19 quotes Deutergrg85 when Romans says, “Beloved,
do not avenge yourselves, lvather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘VengeaneseViine, |
will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore ‘If your eng is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give
him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coalsfwé on his head.” The Lord tells us to love
our enemies and to leave all judgment to Him bee#iesis the only One who can judge in
righteousness.

We see that once the seven angels have been geeevten bowls of judgment that will
complete the judgment of the earth that the tenmpheaven will be filled with smoke.
However, this is not smoke from a fire. Instead th smoke from the glory and power of God.
This same glory filled the earthly tabernacle iroexs 40:34-35 where we read, “Then the
cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and they gif the LORD filled the tabernacle. And
Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of nggdiecause the cloud rested above it, and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.” Ortbés glory fills the heavenly temple, no one
will be able to enter the temple until the seveagpks are completed. Inn the time of Noah
mercy was available throughout the time Noah walsliog the ark. However, once Noah and
his family went into the ark Genesis 7:16 says Gad shut them in. In the same way, once
this final judgment begins it will be too late foeople on the earth to repent. We want to help
our physical and spiritual children learn to expldiis fact as they explain what Revelation
teaches about the future. May the Lord richly §kgsu as you help your children learn to
explain these things.
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33.

The Description of the First Four Bowl Judgments

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
the fact that once the glory of the Lord fills tieenple in heaven that the time has passed when
others then alive on the earth can repent soltlegt¢an enter into heaven. Instead the time of
judgment will be completed without delay. In ttapic we are going to see the seven final
judgments (the bowl judgments) that will judge dath.

In Revelation 16:1-3 we read, “Then | heard a leade from the temple saying to the seven
angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wratlsotl on the earth.” So the first went and
poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foullaathsome sore came upon the men who had
the mark of the beast and those who worshipediagé. Then the second angel poured out
his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as ohdman;and every living creature in the sea
died.” We see that the seven angels were tol@tw put their seven bowls of the wrath of God
on the earth. These judgments will come very duiakter one another.

We see what will happen when the first angel poutshis bowl of judgment on the earth. The
people who have taken the mark of the beast anel Wwavshiped his image will have foul and
loathsome sores develop on their bodies. The warglated “foul” means sores that are
troublesome or destructive. The word translatedtisome” means diseased. The only other
place this word is used in the New Testament dtiear in this chapter is in Luke 16:21 where
it talks about Lazarus, the beggar, and said he fdasiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogsne and licked his sores.” Here we see that
these were open sores that were licked by the dimgaddition, the Greek translation of the

Old Testament uses this word in Exodus 9:9-11lkoataout the sores on the people in Egypt
and in Job 2:7 to talk about the boils of Job. &tbgr these verses all indicate that these sores
will be very painful.

The second angel poured out his bowl on the ocaatiseas of the world. We see that all of
the oceans and seas had their water become likddbd of a dead man. Again this was
similar to one of the plagues of Egypt but muchsedsecause that plague only affected the
river. Exodus 7:20-21 says, “And Moses and Aaraoinsd, just as the LORD commanded. So
he lifted up the rod and struck the waters thatein the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in
the sight of his servants. And all the waters tatein the river were turned to blood. The fish
thatwerein the river died, the river stank, and the Egypsi could not drink the water of the
river. So there was blood throughout all the lah&gypt.” The second trumpet was much
more destructive. Revelation 8:8-9 says, “Thensémond angel sounded: Asdmethindike

a great mountain burning with fire was thrown itite sea, and a third of the sea became blood.
And a third of the living creatures in the sea diemd a third of the ships were destroyed.”
However, this plague will be even more destructiiere we see that every living creature in
the sea will die. Nothing in any ocean or sea suilivive this judgment.

In Revelation 16:4-6 we go on to read, “Then thedthngel poured out his bowl on the rivers
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and springs of water, and they became blood. Arehtd the angel of the waters saying: “You
are righteous, O Lord, the One who is and who wasveho is to be, because You have judged
these things. For they have shed the blood ofsamd prophets, and You have given them
blood to drink. For it is their just due.” Herewee that this angel will pour out his bowl of
judgment on the fresh water sources on the editis will have a great affect on the people of
the earth because this will affect the water thaytdrink.

This angel will also speak about the judgment kigails pouring out on the earth. However,

first this angel speaks several things about Chkikg will say that the Lord is righteous to

judge the world in this way. The word translatedlteous” means to be innocent, faultless or
guiltless. When it is used in the announcemeiggment as it is in these verses it means that
a person is right in bringing judgment both bywds and by his actions. Since this angel is
speaking of Christ, it means that it is right fdwr{St to judge the people of the earth for thair si
and rebellion against God. Psalm 19:9 says, “€he ¢f the LORDSs clean, enduring forever;
the judgments of the LORBre trueandrighteous altogether.” That is the reason thatweeto
leave all judgment to Christ.

Then we see that Christ is the One who is and wé®and who is to be. This is a reminder of
the fact that Christ is the One who is eternalRé&velation 1:8 we read, “I am the Alpha and
the Omegathe Beginning andhe End,’ says the Lord, ‘who is and who was and véhiti
come, the Almighty.” Then Revelation 4:8 say§hefour living creatures, each having six
wings, were full of eyes around and within. Andytli® not rest day or night, saying: ‘Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is asd® come!” We see that the whole
church will also speak of the fact that Christtsreal as Revelation 11:6-17 says, “And the
twenty-four elders who sat before God on their tieofell on their faces and worshiped God,
saying: ‘We give You thanks, O Lord God AlmightlgetOne who is and who was and who is
to come, because You have taken Your great powkreagned.” Christ is the Eternal One
who is righteous to judge.

We also see that the way that Christ will judgals® right. The people of the world are the
ones who have shed the blood of the saints angrdphets. Now the angel says that the Lord
is righteous because he has given those who haektlsh blood of the saints blood to drink.
Here we see that the judgment fits the actionbage¢ who have shed the blood of the saints.
The angel said that this will be their just dueevBlation 6:9 says, “When He opened the fifth
seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those hatbbeen slain for the word of God and for the
testimony which they held.” Here we see that m@ibylation saints will be killed for the

Word of God and for the testimony that they haweegi We see this same thought when we
come to Revelation 17:6 where we read, “I saw tbenan, drunk with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. Andmwheaw her, | marveled with great
amazement.” We will see when we reach that chdpé&tithis woman is religious Babylon that
has killed the saints and so this judgment centditd their actions.

Revelation 16:7-9 goes on to say, “And | heard lamofrom the altar saying, “Even so, Lord
God Almighty, true and righteouse Your judgments.” Then the fourth angel pouredlust
bowl on the sun, and power was given to him todtaonen with fire. And men were scorched
with great heat, and they blasphemed the name dfivé@ has power over these plagues; and
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they did not repent and give Him glory.” Here vee shat the fourth angel will pour out his
bowl of wrath on the people of the earth. Howebefpre this angel pours out his judgments
another angel speaks of the fact that the Lord Aoudghty is true and righteous in His
judgments.

We see that the fourth angel will pour out his bowlthe sun. Amos was given a vision of the
judgment of the Lord which may describe what hagpehen this bowl is poured out. Amos
9:5-6 says, “The Lord GOD of hosts, He who toudhesearth and it melts, and all who dwell
there mourn; all of it shall swell like the Rivand subside like the River of Egypt. He who
builds His layers in the sky, and has founded k&ta in the earth; who calls for the waters of
the sea, and pours them out on the face of thk-edinie LORDis His name.” When the sun
touches the earth with a scorching heat, thisaaillse the polar icecaps at the North and South
Poles to melt. Like all other rivers that recepaat of their water from the mountains when the
snow melts, the River of Egypt (the Nile River)dtts and then recedes. This could cause the
oceans to temporarily rise more than 200 feet eefeceding. This would cause many cities
near an ocean to be destroyed just as if they stenek by a tidal or tsunami wave.

However, we also see that this angel is given pdavecorch men with fire. This will be at a
time when the water has been turned to blood aunsectne people of the world to be affected
by great thirst. At that time it will be too late respond to the invitation given in Isaiah 55:1-3
says, “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the watansl you who have no money, come, buy
and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without nyosred without price. Why do you spend
money forwhat isnot bread, and your wages fehatdoes not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me,
and eatvhat isgood, and let your soul delight itself in abundanncline your ear, and come
to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; and | wilake an everlasting covenant with you— the
sure mercies of David.” The heavenly temple igdilwith the smoke of the glory of the Lord
and no one will be able to repent because theywuiit too long and the time of the judgment
of the earth is present.

We see what the response of the people will be whenexperience the judgment of the Lord.
The people will blaspheme the name of God but thi#ynot repent and give Him glory. This
reminds us again what that the day of judgmenthvéllike the time of the judgment in the time
of Noah. Genesis 6:5 says, “Then the LORD sawttieatvickedness of mamasgreat in the
earth, andhat every intent of the thoughts of his heagsonly evil continually.” Then Luke
17:26-27 adds, “And as it was in the days of Naahi will be also in the days of the Son of
Man: They ate, they drank, they married wivesy there given in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destrttvem all.”

We want to help our physical and spiritual childresarn to explain to others the danger of
waiting until it is too late to turn to Christ iepentance and faith. Once either death or the day
of judgment mentioned here comes, it will be tde far all who do not believe. May the Lord
richly bless you as you help your children learexplain these things.
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34.

The Description of the Last Three Bowl Judgments

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
to others the danger of waiting too long beforaituy to the Lord. A person will no longer
have the opportunity to repent once either physieath or the final judgments in Revelation
come. In our topic today we are going to see whthhappen during the time of the last three
bowl judgments.

Revelation 16:10-11 says, “Then the fifth angelneduwut his bowl on the throne of the beast,
and his kingdom became full of darkness; and thmaygd their tongues because of the pain.
They blasphemed the God of heaven because ofpghieis and their sores, and did not repent
of their deeds.” This is another of the judgmeht remind us of the judgment of Egypt in
Exodus. Exodus 10:21-23 says, “Then the LORD &abMoses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward
heaven, that there may be darkness over the laBdygt, darkneswhichmay even be felt.’

So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaverthanel was thick darkness in all the land of
Egypt three days. They did not see one anotherlidcanyone rise from his place for three
days. But all the children of Israel had light neir dwellings.” We see that the darkness in
Egypt could be felt.

Here in Revelation we see that the kingdom of titechrist will become full of darkness.

Since his kingdom will be worldwide, this meansttthee entire earth will become filled with
darkness. In the Bible darkness is seen when §bdriging judgment. Matthew 27:45-46
says, “Now from the sixth hour until the ninth halere was darkness over all the land. And
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loudejcsaying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that
is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’o&had placed our sins on Christ as He
hung on the cross. Since God cannot look at dim faivor it was necessary while Christ was
bearing our sin to cover the land with darknessfatt Luke 23:44 says that this darkness
extended beyond the land of Judea. This darkmeRsVvelation speaks of the fact that this is
the judgment of God.

During this darkness we see that the people oedh& will gnaw their tongues with pain. This
will be the pain that is continuing from the pravscbowl judgment. Revelation 16:9 says,

“And men were scorched with great heat, and thaggiiemed the name of God who has power
over these plagues; and they did not repent arallgim glory. Notice how similar their
response is described in Revelation 16:11 whereea, “They blasphemed the God of heaven
because of their pains and their sores, and didepant of their deeds.” In both verses it says
that the name of God will be blasphemed. In betls@s we see that they will not repent. Here
we see that during this part of the tribulatiort tie people throughout the whole earth will be
speaking evil of God but at the same time will seftio repent of their sins.

We go on to read about the sixth bowl judgmentewd®ation 16:12-16 where we read, “Then

the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the greagrrEuphrates, and its water was dried up, so
that the way of the kings from the east might eppred. And | saw three unclean spirits like

42



frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, outhef mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. For they are spifitdeamons, performing signs, which go out to
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, athgr them to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. ‘Behold, | am coming as a thief. Bsed is he who watches, and keeps his
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shand they gathered them together to the
place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” Here we kaéthis judgment will cause the Euphrates
River to dry up and become a dry riverbed so thaili be easy for the armies of the east to
move quickly to come and fight against the natibismel.

Those Jews who remain during the last half of tibeiation will come to the Lord. Before His
coming to rule on the earth, the Lord promisedateesthose Jews who come to Him in
repentance and faith. Zechariah 13:9 says, “llwvithig theonethird through the fire, will

refine them as silver is refined, and test thergad is tested. They will call on My name, and
| will answer them. | will say, ‘Thiss My people’; and each one will say, ‘The LORDmy
God.” Here we see that three demons (uncleafitspivill come out of the mouths of Satan,
the antichrist and the false prophet (Satan’s untiolity). These demons will be given power
to perform signs by Satan. These demons will gd@deceive the kings of the whole earth.
The purpose of the demons is to gather the kingiseoéarth and their armies to come to
completely destroy the land and the people of Israe

The Lord will allow these demons to gather the kiagd their people for a very different
reason. He will even dry up the Euphrates Rivenédke it easier for those from the east to
come. In fact the Lord will allow the demons tdhga them to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. Then at that very time that the aasi will think that they will finally destroy
Israel the Lord says that He is coming as a thieft those who have received Christ, they will
welcome His coming. However, most of the peopliébvd in total rebellion against God and
are gathered to try and totally destroy the JemwsesChrist was born through the Jewish nation.

We see that these demons will gather the kingsaamiks of the world to the place that is
called in Hebrew, Armageddon. In the Old Testamdegiddo was a city in the northern part
of Israel. The Jordan River Valley together whie Dead Sea and the area south of the Dead
Sea is also known as the Valley of Megiddo. Rdimial9:11-14 says, “Now | saw heaven
opened, and behold, a white horse. And He whorsairawascalled Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war. Hiswgsslike a flame of fire, and on His head
weremany crowns. He had a name written that no one/lexeept Himself. Hevasclothed
with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called Word of God. And the armies in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and cleanpieed Him on white horses. Now out of His
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He shoulllesthe nations.” This will be the final
battle of Armageddon and Christ will destroy theigs with the word of His mouth.

Revelation 16:17-21 says, “Then the seventh angalgal out his bowl into the air, and a loud
voice came out of the temple of heaven, from thertd, saying, ‘It is done!” And there were
noises and thunderings and lightnings; and theseangreat earthquake, such a mighty and
great earthquake as had not occurred since menomdfres earth. Now the great city was
divided into three parts, and the cities of theamat fell. And great Babylon was remembered
before God, to give her the cup of the wine offtaeceness of His wrath. Then every island
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fled away, and the mountains were not found. Areghail from heaven fell upon men, each
hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blaspdet God because of the plague of the hail,
since that plague was exceedingly great.” Hereseegethat said that this judgment will
complete the judgments of the tribulation. Theygatigment remaining will be the judgment
at the end of the millennium and the eternal judgnbeth in Revelation 20.

This final bowl judgment will have a very dramagifect on the entire earth. It will include
thunderings, lightnings and a great earthquakas @d&rthquake will be much greater than any
earthquake that has ever happened since the gredtlos earthquake will affect Jerusalem in
one way and the rest of the earth in a very diffeveay. We see that Jerusalem will be divided
into three parts. This will make it possible fbetcity to become much larger. Zechariah 14:4-
5 says, “And in that day His feet will stand on Meunt of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on
the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be splitwo, from east to westpakinga very large
valley; half of the mountain shall move toward tieeth and half of it toward the south. Then
you shall fleehroughMy mountain valley, for the mountain valley shaach to Azal. Yes,

you shall flee as you fled from the earthquakeénendays of Uzziah king of Judah.” This will
allow the Jews to escape as Satan and the peoftie wforld make their final effort to destroy
the Jews. However it will also make Jerusalem mader for the millennium. In addition,
there will also be an expansion in a third dirattjpossibly toward the west).

This earthquake will be worldwide in its effecGreat Babylon will be remembered by God
and He will bring total destruction on Babylon aexperiences the fierceness of the wrath of
God against both the city and the whole systenvibf@ which Babylon stands. We will see
this destruction of Babylon in more detail in Reatgn 17 and 18. Meanwhile the total
appearance of the entire earth will be changederyegland in the oceans will be removed.
The mountains of the earth as we know them tod#ycease to exist. There will be great hail
from heaven that will strike many people of theteaHailstones are actually pieces of ice.
Here we see that each of these pieces of ice el talent in weight (about 100 pounds). God
had warned the Egyptians in Exodus 9:19, “There$ered nowand gather your livestock and
all that you have in the field, for the hail shadime down on every man and every animal
which is found in the field and is not brought hgraed they shall die.” Any person that is hit
by one of these hailstones will probably be kiliestantly since they are much larger than
hailstones of Egypt.

This will not cause any of the rebellious peopldlmearth to repent. Instead we see that the
people of the earth will blaspheme God becauskeplague of hail. This plague of hail will
be different and worse than any hailstorm thatéwas struck the earth in the past because it
will be worldwide and have huge hailstones. Wettarelp our physical and spiritual
children learn to explain how completely these taste bowl judgments will affect both the
earth and all of the people that are on the edvtay the Lord richly bless you as you help your
children learn to explain these plagues.
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35.

The Description of the Fall of Religious Babylon

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
the last three bowl judgments that will come ugoméarth. We saw that these judgments will
have a tremendous impact on the entire earthhisrtapic we will see that the fall of religious
Babylon is described.

We see that John was promised by an angel thabh&lwe shown the destruction of religious
Babylon. Revelation 17:1-2 says, “Then one of¢been angels who had the seven bowls
came and talked with me, saying to me, ‘Come, I stibw you the judgment of the great harlot
who sits on many waters, with whom the kings oféagth committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with tireevef her fornication.” Here we see that it
was one of the angels that had one of the sevetslmdyudgment that spoke to John about the
judgment that would come to religious Babylon. sTjuidgment is called the judgment of the
great harlot.

Many times in the Old Testament fornication andsptotion were used to describe
unfaithfulness to God. Jeremiah 3:6-9 illustrabes when those verses say, “The LORD said
also to me in the days of Josiah the king: “Have yeen what backsliding Israel has done? She
has gone up on every high mountain and under eyresn tree, and there played the harlot.
And | said, after she had done all thdsags,‘Return to Me.’ But she did not return. And her
treacherous sister Judah saw it. Then | saw tinatlfthe causes for which backsliding Israel
had committed adultery, | had put her away andrgher a certificate of divorce; yet her
treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but wenpéeed the harlot also. So it came to pass,
through her casual harlotry, that she defiled #melland committed adultery with stones and
trees.” In these verses we see that both Isrekladah committed adultery with rocks and
trees. This spoke of the altars that they madeotship their idols on the mountains and under
the trees.

In the same way, the great harlot here in Revelapeaks of false religion. Revelation 14:8
says, “And another angel followed, saying, “Babyiefallen, is fallen, that great city, because
she has made all nations drink of the wine of thathwof her fornication.” Here we see that the
harlot makes all nations participate in her falegron. Revelation 13:16-18 says, “He causes
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free slagle, to receive a mark on their right hand or
on their foreheads, and that no one may buy oegekpt one who has the mark or the name of
the beast, or the number of his name. Here isomisd.et him who has understanding calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the number ofaa: His numbeis 666.” These verses show
that every person will be required to take the nwrthe antichrist in order to buy or sell. False
religion which worships the antichrist is here désed as the great harlot who sits on many
waters. Revelation 17:15 says, “Then he said to"fie waters which you saw, where the
harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations,tandues.” Here we see that the antichrist and
his false worship will rule over the nations wiltetresult that the nations are unfaithful to God.
This is spiritual fornication just like Israel ptaed in the Old Testament.
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Revelation 17:3-5 says, “So he carried me awakienSpirit into the wilderness. And | saw a
woman sitting on a scarlet beagtich wasfull of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and
ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple andescand adorned with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her hand a golderiutupf abominations and the filthiness of her
fornication. And on her forehead a namaswritten: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THEARTH.” The
woman is false religion. False religion by mangpe of the earth was introduced in the Bible
in Genesis 11:4 where we read, “And they said, ‘€olet us build ourselves a city, and a
tower whose tojs in the heavens; let us make a name for oursdkstswe be scattered abroad
over the face of the whole earth.” This was iredt disobedience to the statement of God to
Noah in Genesis 9:1 where we read, “So God bleNsath and his sons, and said to them: ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.” Goddaud to change the languages to stop the building
of this tower. This mystery Babylon is not theydit still existed at the time John wrote).
Instead it is the false religion that began atttiveer of Babel.

We see that false religion will be sitting on aghiired beast that is full of names of blasphemy.
This red beast is the evil governments of the wotlltle antichrist will work with the
governments as he gains power during the firstdfatie tribulation. We see that evil
governments will be dressed in expensive clothésight red and purple. Evil governments
will also have great riches of gold, precious stoaed pearls. | Timothy 6:10 tells us, “For the
love of money is a root of ainds ofevil, for which some have strayed from the farthheir
greediness, and pierced themselves through witly mamows.” Then Il Timothy 3:1-5 adds,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous tsneill come: For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, b&sprs, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, with@atf-control, brutal, despisers of good,
traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasaiteer than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power. And from such pedprn away!” Here we see that this love
of money causes evil governments and false relggiorbe religious but to deny the power of
God.

At the middle of the tribulation the antichrist I8kt up his image. Matthew 24:15 says,
“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desmiatspoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place (whoever reads, let limderstand).” The construction of this image
is described in Revelation 13:14-15 which says,dAe deceives those who dwell on the earth
by those signs which he was granted to do in tijlet sif the beast, telling those who dwell on
the earth to make an image to the beast who wasdeolby the sword and lived. He was
grantedpowerto give breath to the image of the beast, thairttagye of the beast should both
speak and cause as many as would not worship tgeimf the beast to be killed.” Here we
see that the false prophet who says worship thet bath tell people to make an image to the
beast and then will kill all who will not worshipdt image.

Once the antichrist sets up his image, worshipefantichrist will replace all other false
religions and this worship will become the falskgren. We see what the antichrist and his
false religion will do in Revelation 17:6-7 wherewead, “I saw the woman, drunk with the
blood of the saints and with the blood of the marf Jesus. And when | saw her, | marveled
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with great amazement. But the angel said to mday\did you marvel? | will tell you the
mystery of the woman and of the beast that cahgeswhich has the seven heads and the ten
horns.” Here we see that the antichrist and iisef religion will be drunk with the blood of

the saints. Throughout history false religionsehpersecuted the true followers of God. Once
Christ died and rose again this persecution has pasicularly focused on the destruction of
the saints who follow Christ. This persecution bfien been carried out by both false religions
and evil governments that deny God.

This same thing will be true in the tribulation.eWee that it says that the woman will be drunk
with the blood of the saints. This refers to thieulation saints. Revelation 7:9-10 says, “After
these things | looked, and behold, a great mukitwtdich no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing beforentibeé and before the Lamb, clothed with
white robes, with palm branches in their hands,@agishg out with a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvationbelongsto our God who sits on the throne, and to the L&mbhen Revelation 7:14
adds, “And | said to him, ‘Sir, you know.” So h&idto me, ‘These are the ones who come out
of the great tribulation, and washed their robetrmade them white in the blood of the

Lamb.” During the tribulation religious Babylonilbe filled with the blood of the tribulation
saints as false religion makes every effort tordgshnything that represents Christ.

We see that these saints are called the martylssofs. The word translated “martyr” is used
34 times in the New Testament. The word is usuedlyslated witness. For example, Acts 1:8
says, “But you shall receive power when the HolyiSpas come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all JudegSamnadaria, and to the end of the earth.”
However, twice this word is translated martyr invBlation and once in Acts 22:20 where we
read, “And when the blood of Your martyr Stepherswhed, | also was standing by consenting
to his death, and guarding the clothes of those w#re killing him.” Stephen was the one

who was stoned to death for his faith in Acts 76887- Here we see that these are the faithful
witnesses who will be put to death for their fartfChrist during the time of the tribulation.

When John heard that the harlot and the beast wooilkl together he was filled with
amazement. This amazement was due to the fadhinaintichrist will gain world power by
pretending to be a friend of religion. Then hd silddenly set up his image and the people
will be required to worship his image. The mysti#rgt John did not understand is how the
antichrist and false religion will work so well teither to control the whole world when the
antichrist will require everyone to worship his igea That ability for false religion and evil
government to work together to destroy Christ amiféllowers was illustrated in John 19:15
where we read, “But they cried out, ‘Away withm, away withHim! Crucify Him!" Pilate
said to them, ‘Shall | crucify your King?’ The éfiipriests answered, ‘We have no king but
Caesar!” We want to help our physical and spaitchildren understand that false religion and
evil government can work together when they ar¢edrtiogether against Christ and His
followers. May the Lord richly bless you as youghgour children learn to explain these
things.

36



36.

The Explanation of the Fall of Religious Babylon

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
how the antichrist and false religion will work &tger to kill all those who follow Christ. We
saw that it is possible because they are uniteshsig@hrist and His followers. In this topic we
will learn more about the fall of religious Babylon

Revelation 17:8 says, “The beast that you saw aas s not, and will ascend out of the
bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those wiheldlon the earth will marvel, whose names
are not written in the Book of Life from the founiden of the world, when they see the beast
that was, and is not, and yet is.” Here we seethigabeast was and is not. Revelation 13:3-4
says, “Andl sawone of his heads as if it had been mortally wodnded his deadly wound
was healed. And all the world marveled and followeslbeast. So they worshiped the dragon
who gave authority to the beast; and they worshipedeast, saying, ‘Whe like the beast?
Who is able to make war with him?’” These versagthat the one of the heads of the beast is
mortally wounded. We saw in the topic on thesse®the fact that the antichrist will imitate
the death and resurrection of Christ. We sawan tipic that this imitation will cause the
entire world to follow the antichrist.

Here we will see more details about how this walppen. Revelation 16:13 says, “And | saw
three unclean spirits like frog®@mingout of the mouth of the dragon, out of the modtthe
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophkt.this verse we see that three demons come
out of the mouths of the unholy trinity. We sawttthe unholy trinity is Satan, the antichrist
and the false prophet. A demon comes out of thatimaf the beast (antichrist). Here in
Revelation 17:8 we see how the antichrist will atetthe resurrection. This demon actually
comes out of the bottomless pit and enters thelamgt and will return to perdition (eternal
destruction). In fact the antichrist and the fgisgphet along with the demons that possess
them will be sent to eternal judgment when Chrégitares them in the battle of Armageddon.
Revelation 19:20 says, “Then the beast was captaretlwith him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceiivese who received the mark of the beast
and those who worshiped his image. These two waseative into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone.”

We saw that this imitation of the resurrection waluse all who are not tribulation saints to be
deceived and believe the lie of the antichristreHee see that their names are not written in the
Book of Life from the foundation of the world. Thessalonians 2:11-12 says, “And for this
reason God will send them strong delusion, that gteuld believe the lie, that they all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but hadgulee in unrighteousness.” We see that
they will believe the lie of the antichrist becatisey want to believe that lie because of their
own unrighteousness.

Revelation 17:9-14 says, “Heiethe mind which has wisdom: The seven heads aensev
mountains on which the woman sits. There ares#sen kings. Five have fallen, oneaad
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the other has not yet come. And when he comes,us¢ continue a short time. The beast that
was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, araf ihe seven, and is going to perdition. The ten
horns which you saw are ten kings who have receaioekingdom as yet, but they receive
authority for one hour as kings with the beastedéhare of one mind, and they will give their
power and authority to the beast. These will makewith the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and Kingofgs; and thosesho arewith Him are

called, chosen, and faithful.” Here we see thatdeven heads are the seven mountains on
which the woman sits.

The seven mountains (hills) may represent thetfettthe antichrist will come out of the
former Roman Empire. However, we see that thexelso seven kings or kingdoms and that
five of these have fallen. Daniel had a visioriaafr kingdoms or empires (Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece and Rome. However, the Old Testaatsmntalks about two powerful empires
before these empires. The Egyptian Empire ensltheetsraelites and their power was broken
when God destroyed Pharaoh and the Egyptian arriineiRed Sea. The Assyrian Empire
conguered the nation of Israel and took Israelicaph 722 B.C. They were later conquered
by the Babylonian Empire which also conquered Jud&86 B.C. The first five (Egypt,
Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece) had deasexist as empires by the time John
wrote the book of Revelation. The sixth was Rome that empire still existed. In fact it was
the empire that had placed John on the island mhésa However, John said that the final
world empire is yet to come.

That final world empire will only last for a shdmne. We have seen that the ruler of that world
empire will be from the seven and is going to p@vdi(eternal judgment). As we mentioned
above, Revelation 19:20 says that the antichribtg@idirectly to perdition when he is defeated
by Christ. The beast is described as both thensexand the eighth king but is of the seven.
The fact that the antichrist will appear to receavéeadly wound and then imitate the
resurrection means that he can be both the seaadtthe eighth king since he will claim that
he has been raised from the dead.

We see that the ten horns are ten kings who havgehoeceived a kingdom. Daniel 7:24 says,
“The ten hornsare ten kingswhoshall arise from this kingdom. And another shiak after

them; he shall be different from the fimtes,and shall subdue three kings.” Here we see that
these kings will arise from within this kingdomhi$ means that they will serve under the
antichrist as administrators of ten sections of thorld empire. The fact that it says that they
will rule for only one hour points out the fact thiae length of this empire will be very short. It
will take the antichrist the first 3 ¥z years torg#otal control of the world so this empire will
only be the last 3 %2 years of the tribulation. t&h will have one mind to serve the antichrist.
They will have no power of their own but will gitieeir power and authority to the antichrist.

They will lead the armies under their administratio come and make war with the Lamb
(Christ). However, the Lamb will overcome themhriSt is the Lord of Lords and has all
authority. Matthew 28:18 says, “And Jesus camespude to them, saying, ‘All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Heresgethat Christ is the One who has true
authority. Revelation 22:5 says, “There shall benight there: They need no lamp nor light of
the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. Andytlsball reign forever and ever.” He is also
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the King of kings. He is the One who will rule émer. Those who will rule with Him are the
called, chosen and faithful. John wrote this fettethe saints in the churches and said in
Revelation 1:6, “And has made us kings and priestéis God and Father, to Hibe glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

Revelation 17:15-18 says, “Then he said to me, ‘Whters which you saw, where the harlot
sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongAesl the ten horns which you saw on the
beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desalatl naked, eat her flesh and burn her with
fire. For God has put it into their hearts to ifluHis purpose, to be of one mind, and to give
their kingdom to the beast, until the words of Goe fulfilled. And the woman whom you saw
is that great city which reigns over the kingshaf earth.” In verse one we see that the angel
called the woman “the great harlot who sits on maaters.” We saw that this great harlot is
organized religion. Here we see that the watexrsdhas peoples of the nations.

The antichrist and the ten kings under him will kwaith the harlot (organized religion) until

the antichrist has complete control. However,ahgchrist and his ten kings have no desire to
share power with organized religion. In fact we #®at they hate organized religion. The
antichrist wants all power. Once he has set umniage in the temple he will demand that all
worship him just as Nebuchadnezzar did. Nebuchagiméad his herald announce in Daniel
3:6, “And whoever does not fall down and worshiplshe cast immediately into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace.” The hatred of the antishand his ten kings for organized religion is
so great that they will make the harlot “desolatd naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire.”

God is in control even though the antichrist argldings are in complete rebellion against God.
Genesis 6:5 says, “Then the LORD saw that the wlickes of mamwasgreat in the earth, and
that every intent of the thoughts of his heagsonly evil continually.” Because their hearts
are also totally controlled by evil, the antichastd his kings actually all have the same
purpose. Their purpose is to destroy all organieéidion because Satan and the antichrist do
not want any competition. The ten kings will al im complete agreement and they will
destroy all religion so that they can give theirddom to the beast. However, they will
actually fulfill the words of God because God vaillow their evil hearts to carry out their plan.
However, the antichrist and the ten kings will béged when Christ comes to rule.

We see that the harlot (woman) is that great cltyclvreigns over the kings of the earth. We
saw in the previous topic that this woman had aenaumitten on her forehead. That name is
“MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOT®&ND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” The true church waswystery that was not revealed
until Ephesians 2 and 3. The false church andrghnized religion is a mystery that was not
revealed until Revelation. Here we see that #ligion is the mother of all false religions.
Christ will allow the antichrist to completely desg organized religion because of his own
desire for power. This is the destruction of rieligs Babylon. We want to help our physical
and spiritual children learn to explain why Godlwilow the antichrist to destroy organized
religion before he is destroyed. May the Lord rychless you as you help your children learn to
explain these things.
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37.

The Description of the Fall of Commercial Babylon

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
how Christ will allow the antichrist to completadgstroy organized religion before he is
judged. In this topic we will see that godlessenatism (commercial Babylon) is the other
god of the people and so we will see the judgménbmmercial and political Babylon.

We saw that false religion by a large group of pedyggan at Babel. We also see that Babel
became the first city to seek to make a name seifit Genesis 11:3-4 says, “Then they said to
one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks and a&mthoroughly.” They had brick for stone,
and they had asphalt for mortar. And they sai®me, let us build ourselves a city, and a
tower whose tojs in the heavens; let us make a name for oursdkestswe be scattered abroad
over the face of the whole earth.” Here we seedttitude of pride as they determined to build
a city that would make a name for itself. Thathis attitude that throughout history has
produced commercial Babylon.

Revelation 18:1-3 says, “After these things | samther angel coming down from heaven,
having great authority, and the earth was illumedawith his glory. And he cried mightily with
a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallsnfallen, and has become a dwelling place of
demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cagevery unclean and hated bird! For all the
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of feenication, the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the mercharitdhe earth have become rich through the
abundance of her luxury.” Here we see that a suddange comes to the earth. In Revelation
16:10 we read, “Then the fifth angel poured outdu®/| on the throne of the beast, and his
kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnaweit tbngues because of the pain.” This
darkness is suddenly turned to light as this acgetes the earth to be illuminated with his

glory.

We see that this angel has been given great atythdrhe angel is then given an announcement
about the event that will happen soon. We seér$tevords of the message of the angel as he
cries out with a very loud voice, “Babylon the griesafallen, is fallen.” This is an
announcement of what will soon happen as God kfigeople to come out of the city before
this destruction comes in verse 8. We read whayBa will become once this destruction
happens. This destruction will mean that no pewjflleemain because of the complete
destruction. Instead the only things left to likere will be the demons, the foul spirits, the
unclean birds and the hated birds.

We see that the destruction of Babylon will affelttof the nations of the world. We saw in the
previous two topics that Babylon has committedyrelis fornication with its false religion. A
big part of many false religions is sinful livind@-his sinful living is often a part of a drunken
stupor. This is illustrated by the drunken celébreof Belshazzar the king of Babylon when it
was conquered by Medo-Persia. Daniel 5:3-4 sayseri they brought the gold vessels that
had been taken from the temple of the house ofdoudh had beenn Jerusalem; and the king
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and his lords, his wives, and his concubines dfeotk them. They drank wine, and praised the
gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood statie.” Here we see that in their drunken
state that they mocked God by using the gold vetaken from the temple as their praised
their gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood atohe. We see that commercial Babylon will
invite the nations, the kings of the earth andntieechants of the earth to join them in their
godless lifestyle. Then we see the merchants tflwoughout the earth have become rich
through their business.

God also gives a warning for the saints to sepdhatmselves from commercial Babylon before
the judgment of Babylon comes. Revelation 18:4yss“And | heard another voice from
heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lestslware in her sins, and lest you receive of
her plagues. For her sins have reached to heamwdrGGod has remembered her iniquities.”
Here we see that God gives His saints two reasoseparate themselves from commercial
Babylon. First, God says to come out of Babylohst the saints do not share in their sins.
We see how the sins of Sodom affected Lot in I[EP217-8 where we read, “And delivered
righteous Lotwho wasoppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (faat righteous man,
dwelling among them, tormentédbs righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hgdhieir
lawless deeds). We see that Lot was oppressetbamdnted daily as he saw and hear about
their lawless deeds.

Second, God tells his people to come out of Babgimhits godless commercial system so that
they will not receive her plagues. In Genesis 228 we read, “Hurry, escape there. For |
cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Therefthe name of the city was called Zoar. The
sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zbaen the LORD rained brimstone and fire
on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of thevers. So He overthrew those cities, all
the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, arttatvgrew on the ground. But his wife looked
back behind him, and she became a pillar of s&dd gave Lot time to escape but there will
be no time to escape when the judgment of Babybtomes. We also see that Lot lost his wife
even though he escaped.

God goes on to say that the sins of commercial Baklyave reached to heaven. He also says
that He has remembered her iniquities. Hebrews7lQuotes Jeremiah 31:34 when it says,
“Then He adds, ‘Their sins and their lawless dded#i remember no more.” God does not
remember the sins of His saints but here we sediihdoes remember the sins or those who
are in rebellion against Him. In fact all who dat come to the Lord in repentance and faith
with one day be judged by their works. RevelaB0rl3 says, “The sea gave up the dead who
were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up tlael dého were in them. And they were
judged, each one according to his works.” We gtoarad what God will do to commercial
Babylon because of her sin.

Revelation 18:6-8 says, “Render to her just agshédered to you, and repay her double
according to her works; in the cup which she hasedhimix double for her. In the measure
that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously,the same measure give her torment and
sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘lagqueen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’
Therefore her plagues will come in one day—deathraaourning and famine. And she will be
utterly burned with fire, for stronig the Lord God who judges her.” Then Revelatiorl26:
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adds, “Now the great city was divided into threeiaand the cities of the nations fell. And
great Babylon was remembered before God, to givéhieecup of the wine of the fierceness of
His wrath.” Here we see that God is going to catgthe judgment of Babylon in one day.

God said that Babylon will reap what she has so®alatians 6:7-8 says, “Do not be deceived,
God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, thatilhi@lso reap. For he who sows to his
flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he wémws to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life.” We saw the description of Babyin Revelation 17:4-5 where we read, “The
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adomite gold and precious stones and pearls,
having in her hand a golden cup full of abominadiand the filthiness of her fornication. And
on her forehead a namaswritten: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER

OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.Here we see that

Babylon is a city with great riches and great awidl the time has come for her judgment.

The evil works of Babylon will be repaid with eviln fact we see that this repayment of evil to
Babylon will be double. First, she will be rep&id her pride. We read that Babylon has
glorified herself. The pride of Babylon is compate the pride of Satan in Isaiah 14:4, 12-15
where we read, “That you will take up this provadainst the king of Babylon, and say: ‘How
the oppressor has ceased, the golden city ceadddii you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the morningHow you are cut down to the ground, you who weakehedations! For
you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend intafen, | will exalt my throne above the stars of
God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregaton the farthest sides of the north; 1 will
ascend above the heights of the clouds, | willikethe Most High.” Yet you shall be brought
down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pitliisishows the tremendous danger of pride.

Second, Babylon will be judged for her luxuriousrig because she gained that wealth by
destroying others. God said that he will give Yab torment and sorrow. We also see the
heart attitude of Babylon when that city said,itlas queen, and am no widow, and will not see
sorrow.” Babylon and those who follow the pattefiBabylon have lived in luxury throughout
history. Now we see that God says that the tinseclhane for judgment for Babylon and all
those who have the attitude of Babylon. Just e®tlginal city of Babylon fell in one day, we
see that the judgment of commercial Babylon wippen in one day. It will be a day of death
and mourning. We see that it will also be a datotdl and complete destruction. Babylon will
be so completely burned with fire that there wdltothing left. Babylon will experience the
fact that the Lord God who judges her is strongthe next topic we will see how the rest of
the world will respond to the complete destructebicommercial Babylon.

We want to help our physical and spiritual childlearn to explain that in the tribulation that
both spiritual and commercial Babylon that got tls¢art at the tower of Babel will be so
completely destroyed that they will never recovéhis judgment of Babylon will affect the
people throughout the world as the city of Babydowl all that it stands for will be completely
destroyed and will never rise again. May the Lactly bless you as you help your children
learn to explain how complete this judgment will be
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38.

The Sorrow at the Fall of Commercial Babylon

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
that Babylon and the worldwide commerce that iatesl to it will be completely destroyed
very suddenly. In this topic we are going to sew khe fall of Babylon will bring worldwide
sorrow to those who have benefitted by the riclmesa@mmerce of that city. That sorrow will
be the focus of this topic.

We see that there will be great sorrow when Babidatestroyed. This will be sorrow by all
who will be a part of the commercial Babylon andéfé from the business and commerce of
Babylon. Revelation 18:9-10 says, “The kings & #arth who committed fornication and
lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament foer, when they see the smoke of her
burning, standing at a distance for fear of hemtmt, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your grdent has come.” We see that most of the
kings and rulers of the world experience greatgeakbenefits from the wealth and business
that is carried on around the world. Throughostdry many kings and rulers have been
involved with false religion and many more havedie wealthy through the business that is
carried on worldwide. This will certainly continte be true in the tribulation.

These kings and rulers in the tribulation will hayeat sorrow when they see that Babylon and
its whole related system have been completely ojg=dlc In fact we read that they will weep
and lament. The word translated “weep” means tarmas those who mourn for the dead with
great pain and grief. We see that they will obsdream a distance because of their own fear.
We see that they will describe Babylon as a grisatand a mighty city. The word translated
“great” speaks both of size and influence. Thedraasnslated “strong” means mighty or
strong. At the same time they will also speakhefsuddenness of the judgment of this city. In
fact all three groups mentioned in these and thewng verses will mention the fact that this
judgment has come in one hour.

We go on to read about the sorrow of the businessRevelation 18:11-17a says, “And the
merchants of the earth will weep and mourn ovey foemo one buys their merchandise
anymore: merchandise of gold and silver, precidoses and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk
and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kafabject of ivory, every kind of object of
most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; amobenon and incense, fragrant oil and
frankincense, wine and oll, fine flour and wheaittle and sheep, horses and chariots, and
bodies and souls of men. The fruit that your sonded for has gone from you, and all the
things which are rich and splendid have gone fromm yand you shall find them no more at all.
The merchants of these things, who became rictebywill stand at a distance for fear of her
torment, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alagsathat great city that was clothed in fine
linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with goldl precious stones and pearls! For in one
hour such great riches came to nothing.”

We see why the businessmen will weep and mournusecaf the destruction of Babylon.
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Their sorrow will be due to the fact that this ladfected their own businesses. No one is
buying their products any more. Here we see tigit sorrow is based on their own greed.
This will involve businessmen throughout the wosldo sell a wide variety of products. Those
who have merchandise of gold and silver will besthmvolved in the types of businesses that
handle precious metals like banks and dealers wig@bd sell precious metals. Others will be
businessmen who sell jewelry, expensive clothirgeasive perfumes, various forms of wine
and other related products. Furniture makers alers will also be affected. This will also
include those who raise and sell various type®odflfand transportation.

Then we see that even the businessmen who buyelrilesbodies and souls of men are
included. Slave trade was banned in many courttiés recent years this has become more
and more common again as people are bought andnstbld sex trade and other similar
businesses that place no value on human life. W in |1 Corinthians 6:18-19, “Flee sexual
immorality. Every sin that a man does is outsicehibdy, but he who commits sexual
immorality sins against his own body. Or do yot krmow that your body is the temple of the
Holy Spiritwho isin you, whom you have from God, and you are nairyawn?” Followers of
the Lord are to flee sexual immorality becauserthedy is the temple of the Holy Spirit. In
contrast, the temple of Aphrodite in Corinth theegptesses in that temple were temple
prostitutes. Those who controlled these womeneplam value on their lives. We see that in
the tribulation there are also businessmen whceptacvalue on the lives of people but buy and
sell them for their own profit.

These businessmen have longed for the riches ¢ina¢ érom buying and selling. Now those
who have made a profit by buying and selling witibBlon will mourn when Babylon is
destroyed because the things that made them rcfaare from them. There is no longer
anyone to buy from them. These businessmen whantecich by selling their products to
Babylon will also stand and watch from a distaneeause of their fear. They will be weeping
and mourning just as the kings of the earth wilhimurning because they can no loner make a
profit by selling their goods to Babylon. Thisaiseminder that their sorrow is due to their own
greed and not their sorrow for the people whoseslivave been destroyed by the destruction of
Babylon.

They will be filled with sorrow because of the rashof that great city. They will see that in one
hour the riches of Babylon will be gone. We se the businessmen of the tribulation will be
like the rich fool that Christ described. Luke 1121 says, “So he said, ‘I will do this: | will
pull down my barns and build greater, and therdllstore all my crops and my goods. And |
will say to my soul, Soul, you have many goods lgxdfor many years; take your ease; eat,
drink, andbe merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This nigidur soul will be required of you;
then whose will those things be which you have gled?’ Sois he who lays up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward God.” God showatttie attitudes of the people of the
tribulation who gain riches but leave God out d@itlihinking are fools. The same is also true
today.

Revelation 17b-19 says, “Every shipmaster, all whwoel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade

on the sea, stood at a distance and cried out ttegnsaw the smoke of her burning, saying,
‘What is like this great city?’ They threw dust on the#ads and cried out, weeping and
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wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great cityyvhich all who had ships on the sea became
rich by her wealth! For in one hour she is made#s.” These verses show us how the
destruction of Babylon will affect those who hawgps that will carry the goods of the
businessmen to Babylon. This attitude will alsdh®eattitude of the sailors and all others who
are involved in any way with the movement of gotwiBabylon including those who travel by
ship.

We see that all those involved in any way will alggich from a distance as they see the smoke
of Babylon as a result of this destruction. Thig@gimg business makes its profits by moving
goods and people from one part of the earth tohemotThe larger the city, the more business
those in the shipping business receive from thgt és a result, we see here that all ship
owners, all who travel by ships, all who work ongh ships as well as everyone who has any
kind of trade that involves trade on the seas am@uas will cry out in great sorrow as they see
the sudden destruction of Babylon. God createdteans to show His works as well as
provide a way to move products and people fromeptaglace. Psalm 107 23-24 says, “Those
who go down to the sea in ships, who do busineggeat waters, they see the works of the
LORD, and His wonders in the deep.” Instead ofrgethe works and wonders of the Lord, at
this time those whose work is related to shippiniyonly see the loss of their business and
income.

These people will even throw dust on their headsieg cry out in their weeping and wailing.
People in Bible times would place dust on theirdse® show their sorrow and grief. Joshua
7:6 says, “Then Joshua tore his clothes, anddehé earth on his face before the ark of the
LORD until evening, he and the elders of Israed] Hrey put dust on their heads.” The elders
showed their sorrow for the loss in battle. Thedob 2:12 we read, “And when they raised
their eyes from afar, and did not recognize hiraytlifted their voices and wept; and each one
tore his robe and sprinkled dust on his head towaeVven.” In this verse the friends of Job
showed their sorrow as they saw his physical cardgo affected Job that they did not even
recognize him. However, the sorrow of those inghipping trade will be their grief because
the destruction of Babylon means the loss of bssiaad their profits.

Those in the shipping trade will be filled with smv. However, their sorrow is not for the
people of the city. Instead their sorrow will bechuse they have become rich by the wealth
that they receive by trading with Babylon. Thisgaattitude will be shown by all of the
groups that mourn the destruction of Babylon. @iptople will have no concern for the
spiritual life and the eternal judgment that witinge upon the inhabitants of Babylon as they
are all destroyed by this destruction. Genesiséys, “Then the LORD saw that the
wickedness of mawasgreat in the earth, anidat every intent of the thoughts of his heags
only evil continually.” The people will show thetricked hearts during the tribulation because
of their concern over their own wealth and haveoicern for their own spiritual needs or the
needs of others. We want to help our physicalsgdtual children learn to explain that hearts
that are controlled by evil are totally lackingaoncern for their own spiritual needs and the
spiritual needs of others. May the Lord richlydseg/ou as you help your children learn to
explain these things.
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39.

The Rejoicing at the Fall of Commercial Babylon

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
why those whose hearts are controlled by evil meveoncern for their own spiritual needs or
for the spiritual needs of others. This attitudsults in rebellion against God. In this topic we
will see that the saints will rejoice because tidgment of God against this rebellion will be
just.

We see the rejoicing that will be in heaven in Ratven 18:20 where we read, “Rejoice over
her, O heaven, angu holy apostles and prophets, for God has avengedgder!” We see
that there will be rejoicing in heaven over thetdegion of Babylon. All in heaven will realize
that God has waited a long time to judge and thagudigment is just. Romans 12:19 says,
“Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, kather give place to wrath; for it is written,
‘Vengeance is Mine, | will repay,’ says the Lord3od will judge all who reject the free gift of
eternal life that Christ paid for with His blooddafor which the Father showed that He was
satisfied by raising Christ from the dead. Howewer see that God has been very patient and
longsuffering as He has waited a long time to cautythat judgment.

God has demonstrated that patience many timesghout history but He did finally bring
judgment. In the time of Noah, Noah preached far bundred years while he built the ark. I
Peter 2:5 says, “And did not spare the ancientdydmit saved Noalone ofeightpeople,a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the floodhenworld of the ungodly.” Then in the time
of Abraham Genesis 15:16 says, “But in the foughegation they shall return here, for the
iniquity of the Amoritess not yet complete.” It was more than six hundredrg later that God
brought Israel into the land of Canaan and thegiezhout this judgment. The only cities that
He judged earlier were the cities of Sodom and Qoahaas 1l Peter 2:6 says, “And turning the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condertiredto destruction, makintheman
example to those who afterward would live ungodlin”’both cases we see that God waited a
long time.

However, God has waited much longer to judge thellien and unbelief of the world. That
judgment is still future and will be carried outeafChrist takes the church to heaven. Here we
see the rejoicing that will happen in heaven as @fahat judgment is carried out during the
tribulation. This rejoicing will be due to the fabat God is avenging the treatment of the holy
apostles and prophets. Throughout the Old Testawesee that the prophets were persecuted
by those in rebellion against God. Hebrews 11:3@&scribes some of that persecution.
Those verses say, “Still others had trial of mogkiand scourgings, yes, and of chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawwa) were tempted, were slain with the
sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goajdieing destitute, afflicted, tormented.”
Similar things happened to the apostles in the Negtament. That is the reason there will be
rejoicing in heaven when God avenges that persscuti

We see that Babylon will be completely destroyethst nothing remains. Revelation 18:21-
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22 says, “Then a mighty angel took up a stonedikgeat millstone and threitvinto the sea,
saying, ‘Thus with violence the great city Babykimall be thrown down, and shall not be found
anymore. The sound of harpists, musicians, feitesd trumpeters shall not be heard in you
anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be founglau anymore, and the sound of a millstone
shall not be heard in you anymore.”” A millstonasaa large stone wheel. Here we see that
God compares the judgment of Babylon to the saaglsruck with a huge stone that will be
similar to a millstone. This could be similar téaage meteor falling from the sky. This will
cause the immediate and complete destruction oylBab

This destruction will be so complete that the dityg people and everything in the city will be
so completely destroyed that nothing will be fouril. Genesis 19:24 we read, “Then the

LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gonfpifram the LORD out of the

heavens.” In this verse we see the complete destruof Sodom and Gomorrah. Many

people believe that the remains of these citiestiee bottom of the Dead Sea but the remains
of those cities have not been located. In the saayewhen Babylon is destroyed by the Lord
no one will be able to find anything that remaid$ere will be nothing remaining to be found.

We see that the various groups of people thatliwélin Babylon will not be found. First, we
see that those who provide music will not be fouRdur groups of musicians that will be in
Babylon are mentioned that will be completely degtd. The harpists are people who play the
harp and sing with the accompaniment of the hém@Revelation 14:2-3 we see that harpists
can develop beautiful music. Those verses sayd‘iAreard a voice from heaven, like the
voice of many waters, and like the voice of loudrttter. And | heard the sound of harpists
playing their harps. They sang as it were a newg $&fore the throne, before the four living
creatures, and the elders; and no one could lbatrsbng except the hundraxd forty-four
thousand who were redeemed from the earth.” Howeeeone will ever play a harp again in
Babylon after this destruction. Musicians inclikdese who play other kinds of musical
instruments. Flutists and trumpeters are musicirsplay particular kinds of musical
instruments.

Second, we see that no workers who worked in Baowitl be found. This will include all
craftsmen of any craft (trade). The word transldtgaftsmen” means those who work at any
trade. Twice this word is used in Acts 19 to taiout those who were silversmiths. Acts
19:24-25 says, “For a certain man named Demetiggdyersmith, who made silver shrines of
Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmere ¢dlled them together with the workers of
similar occupation, and said: ‘Men, you know tha&t lmave our prosperity by this trade.”
Revelation shows that all who work in any tradéndiustry in Babylon will be destroyed.
Millstones were used to grind grain for food. Vée shat no more food will be prepared in
Babylon because none of the workers in that busindsbe found. The judgment of all
people in Babylon will be complete.

Revelation 18:23-24 says, “The light of a lamp khat shine in you anymore, and the voice of
bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you amgm For your merchants were the great
men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nadiovere deceived. And in her was found the
blood of prophets and saints, and of all who wéai on the earth.” Here we go on to read
that there are other things that will never agapgen in Babylon. These verses show that the
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complete destruction of Babylon will mean thatmapewill never shine again in the city. That
is the result of the fact that there will be ng/déft in which the light can shine. Everything in
the city will be destroyed.

Weddings are a time of happiness. However, negriabm or bride will ever be heard in the
city of Babylon again. In fact none if the thirtst bring happiness will happen again in
Babylon because it will no longer exist. We alee another reason why the world will mourn
because of the destruction of Babylon. We reatittiiamerchants of Babylon will be the great
men of the earth. In Mark 6:21 the word transldtgdat men is translated nobles. That verse
says, “Then an opportune day came when Herod obittticlay gave a feast for his nobles, the
high officers, and the chiehenof Galilee.” Then Revelation 6:15 says, “And Kiegs of the
earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanthersnighty men, every slave and every free
man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocitgeanountains.” From these other two
verses we see that these are the men who haverfteance. Here in this verse we see that
these merchants are men who have great influemgeghout the earth.

However, their great influence throughout the ewithbe a result of their sorcery. The word
translated “sorcery” is from the Greek word “phakeia” and means witchcraft or magical
arts. It is often found in connection with idolatwhich many times also included some form of
drug. This word is used two other times in the Negtament. Galatians 5:20 includes it in a
list of the works of the flesh and that verse sélgglatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitiahssensions, heresies.” Then Revelation 9:21
adds, “And they did not repent of their murdershair sorceries or their sexual immorality or
their thefts.” Together this word, its uses asdiieaning show that the real influence of
Babylon will be through idolatry, the use of druagsd witchcraft. These things are very
common in our world today and will continue to growtheir influence.

One of the things that religious and commercialyB@ai has done to spread her evil influence
is to kill and destroy those who stand for rightewess. This evil influence has been the cause
of the death of many of the prophets and saints ave been killed throughout the earth.
Revelation 12:11 says, “And they overcame him leylilood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, and they did not love their litegshe death. Here we see that many saints
have given their lives as they shared the mesdaipe @Gospel which will result in the
judgment of Satan and his influence throughoutitbdd.” This is why there will be great
rejoicing in heaven because of the fact that Satahhis followers with their evil influence
have been defeated. We will see that this rejgicontinues in the next topic because of the
fact that Christ can now come to rule on the efmtta thousand years. We want to help our
physical and spiritual children learn to explaiatt®od is righteous in His judgments because
Satan and all of his followers have chosen toiliviotal rebellion against God and have made
many efforts to destroy the righteous. May theduachly bless you as you help your children
learn to explain these things.
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40.

The Announcement of the Second Coming of Christ

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
why heaven will rejoice when God destroys religiansl commercial Babylon because they
have shed the blood of the prophets and the sdimt$is topic we will see that this rejoicing
will continue in heaven.

Revelation 19:1-5 says, “After these things | heatdud voice of a great multitude in heaven,
saying, ‘Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honordgmowerbelongto the Lord our God! For
true and righteouare His judgments, because He has judged the grelat dro corrupted the
earth with her fornication; and He has avengedeartlie blood of His servansbedby her.’
Again they said, ‘Alleluia! Her smoke rises up feee and ever!” And the twenty-four elders
and the four living creatures fell down and worghigsod who sat on the throne, saying,
‘Amen! Alleluia!” Then a voice came from the thmrsaying, ‘Praise our God, all you His
servants and those who fear Him, both small andtgteThe word translated “Alleluia” is

used four times in the New Testament and all f@asuare in this chapter. The word means
“Praise the Lord” or Hallelujah. This great multie in heaven is probably the angels because
the church and the four living creatures will f@diwn in worship in response to their message.

We see several reasons that this praise and giboypdpto God. First, the judgments of God
are true and righteous. Second, God has judgeahtinghrist and his entire religious and
political system that corrupted the entire eartthwais idolatrous and immoral worship. Third,
God has avenged the blood of the saints that we Isjrthe antichrist and his followers.
Fourth, God has judged the whole idolatrous sysiethe world and that judgment is eternal.
Revelation 20:14-15 says, “Then Death and Hades wast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. And anyone not found written inBbek of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
Then Revelation 21:8 adds, “But the cowardly, uidvahg, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shaite their part in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death.” Thassprin heaven also looks forward to that
eternal judgment.

We see that the twenty-four elders will fall dovnworship to God. We saw in Revelation 4:4
and 4:7-8 that the elders are the church as ithyasdefore God. The church will be joined by
the four living creatures in that worship. We saviRevelation 4:8 that these four living
creatures are either cherubim or seraphim andltleat are angels that are described in Ezekiel
and Isaiah. Here we see that they will fall dowthwhe church and worship God and express
their praise to the Lord by saying “Amen! AlleldiaWhen people say “amen” it means “Let it
be so!” Then we already saw that Alleluia meansi$e the Lord!” As the saints and living
creatures express their worship, a voice will cdram the throne saying, “Praise our God, all
you His servants and those who fear Him, both sarallgreat!” We are reminded that all who
fear God have the privilege of giving praise toltloed. It does not matter whether we are
small or great because we will all have this peigé because we are His servants.
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Revelation 19:6-8 says, “And | heard, as it welne,\toice of a great multitude, as the sound of
many waters and as the sound of mighty thundersagsng, ‘Alleluia! For the Lord God
Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice gind Him glory, for the marriage of the

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself read to her it was granted to be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linsnthe righteous acts of the saints.” Here we see
that the great multitude will again rejoice. Theisd of this great rejoicing is compared to two
things. First, it is compared to the sound of mamyers. When you have a large waterfall in a
river with much water coming over the falls the sdus so loud that you cannot even hear the
shout of a person that is nearby. Second, thedsisutompared to mighty thunderings. Again
this is a sound that is so loud that you can hetring else.

This great multitude will be rejoicing for two reass. First, they will be rejoicing because of
the fact that the Lord reigns. Lord speaks offt#we that He is the One to whom all things
belong. All things belong to the Lord because sithe Creator of all things. God speaks of
the One who is the true and living God and is alsed to speak of the Trinity. Genesis 1:26
says, “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our imageording to Our likeness; let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over tihésbof the air, and over the cattle, over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creepgh@rearth.” Notice that God uses the plural to
speak of Himself in the very first chapter of thiblB. “Let Usmake man in Ouimage.”
Omnipotent means that God is the One who has aléepand is the ruler of all things. He is
the Almighty One.

Second, the great multitude will be rejoicing bessathe marriage supper of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready. A Jewedding had three parts during the time
of Christ. The betrothal was often arranged bypdwents when the future husband and wife
were children. Ephesians 1:3-4 says, “Bledsethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessirnthénheavenlplacesin Christ, just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the wattdt we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love.” We see that these versegargcularly talking about the church because
Ephesians 1:13-14 says, “In Him you alsgsted,after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believedyyvere sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritand# the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His glory.” All i tthurch were chosen before the foundation of
the world.

The second part of the wedding occurred when thedlthusband went to get his bride and she
was presented to him. It also included severas ddigelebration following the wedding
ceremony. In | Thessalonians 4:13-18 says, “Rld hot want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest poww as others who have no hope. For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, ev&odavill bring with Him those who sleep in
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of thel | that we who are aliveand remain until

the coming of the Lord will by no means precedeséhwho are asleep. For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with theceadf an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Thee who are aliveand remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet thellinrthe air. And thus we shall always be
with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another wiltase words.” The church is taken to
heaven at the Rapture.
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The third part of the wedding ceremony was the wegldupper which completed the wedding
ceremony. In Il Corinthians 11:2 we read thatdherch is betrothed to Christ as a chaste
virgin. In Ephesians 5:23-32 we see that the dhigpresented as the bride of Christ. Now
here in Revelation 19:7-8 we see that “the marri@gbe Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready.” We also see that the witdohed in fine linen which is the righteous
acts of the saints. As a result, these verses levenihie wedding ceremony and the church is
now called the wife of Christ instead of the bradeChrist. We go on to read in Revelation
19:9-10, “Then he said to me, Write: ‘Blessad those who are called to the marriage supper
of the Lamb!” And he said to me, ‘These are the sayings of God.” And | fell at his feet to
worship him. But he said to me, ‘Sémat you donotdo that!l am your fellow servant, and of
your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. WpiGod! For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.”

We see that all those who are called to this ngersupper of the Lamb receive a very special
blessing even though they are not a part of thaehwihich is the church. All of the Old
Testament saints are a part of those who are dalldte marriage supper. The church was not
revealed until Matthew 16:18 when Christ told Pated the other disciples, “And | also say to
you that you are Peter, and on this rock | willltbtly church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it.” Here we see that the churels wtill future. It began on the Day of
Pentecost in Acts 2:1 so all Old Testament saiiltde called to the wedding supper. We see
that the church will be complete when it is takeméaven at the Rapture as the church is not
mentioned after Revelation 3. As a result, atiutation saints will be included in those who
are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

The angel then told John, “These are the truengayof God.” We see that John immediately
fell at the feet of the angel to worship him. Indizely the angel told John not to worship him.
Instead the angel said that he was just a fellowase with John. Colossians 2:18-19 says,

“Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking ddighfalse humility and worship of angels,
intruding into those things which he has not seamly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not
holding fast to the Head, from whom all the bodyumshed and knit together by joints and
ligaments, grows with the increatbat isfrom God.” We are told not to worship angels taut
focus on the one who is the Head, Christ. Thisrsnainder that all worship belongs to the

Lord. In fact this is the message of both the &id the New Testaments. In the Old
Testament we see that the testimony of Jesus &pihieof prophecy. In the New Testament
we are all brethren who have the testimony of Jesuaddition, we see that all angels have
this same message whenever they speak in eith@lther New Testaments. In the same way
we want to help our physical and spiritual childkearn to share the message that Jesus is Lord.
We want to help them learn to “Worship God!” Wealvant to help them learn to teach others
to “Worship God!” May the Lord richly bless you wsu help your children learn to explain
these things to others.
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41.

The Defeat of the Beast and the False Prophet

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
the purpose of the marriage supper of the Lamhhigntopic we will see the return of Christ to
the earth and the actual judgment of the beasttentilse prophet as well as those who follow
him.

We read about the second coming of Christ as KINGKINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
when Revelation 19:11-16 says, “Now | saw heaveanegd, and behold, a white horse. And He
who sat on hinwascalled Faithful and True, and in righteousnesgudges and makes war.
His eyeswerelike a flame of fire, and on His heagkremany crowns. He had a name written
that no one knew except Himself. Wasclothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His nasne
called The Word of God. And the armies in heawdsthed in fine linen, white and clean,
followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mogibes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rakeem with a rod of iron. He Himself treads
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Altyiggod. And He has oHis robe and on

His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD QIORDS.” Here we see that at
His second coming that Christ will come as conqueKing to take His rightful rule.

The first time Christ presented Himself as Kingrdde on the colt of a donkey. In His second
coming we see that He will come riding on a whivese which was the animal of a conquering
king or general in the time the New Testament wakem. In these verses we see that Christ is
called Faithful and True. Il Thessalonians 3:3sséBut the Lord is faithful, who will establish
you and guargoufrom the evil one.” This verse tells us that Ghis faithful in guarding His
followers from the evil one. | John 5:20 says, tAne know that the Son of God has come and
has given us an understanding, that we may knowwimis true; and we are in Him who is
true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true &udl eternal life.” This verse says that the
followers of Christ are in Him. Because Chrisb&h Faithful and True, He is the One that is
able to judge and make war on all unbelieversghtaousness.

This judgment will be a righteous judgment. 1l $kalonians 1:6-9 says, “Sinités a

righteous thing with God to repay with tribulatitrose who trouble you, and ¢gove you who

are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesusvisaled from heaven with His mighty angels,
in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who dbkmow God, and on those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These skeatiunished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of ptiwver.” Here we see that when Christ and
His armies are revealed from heaven that theyhsiiig judgment. This judgment will be the
immediate judgment that will happen at the time @larist comes. This judgment will also
include the final jJudgment when all those who heajected Christ throughout the history of the
world will receive everlasting destruction whereyiwill be separated from God for eternity.

Three times in Revelation we see that the eyeshakCare like a flame of fire. The other two
verses which tell us that are Revelation 1:14 at8.2We saw in those verses that Christ is
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able to examine the thoughts of the hearts. Ctefgated Satan at the cross when He shed His
blood so we see that His robe is dipped in bloGdrist is also called the Word of God several
times by John. This shows the fact that Chrisyftélveals the Father. Christ will be followed
by the armies of heaven. However, the armiesnillneed to fight against the world. Instead
we see that a sharp sword goes out of the mou@thiét that will defeat the nations. Christ
only has to speak the word to defeat the natidfis.judgment will be swift and complete.
Revelation 14:19-20 says, “So the angel thrussicgide into the earth and gathered the vine of
the earth, and threwinto the great winepress of the wrath of God. Amelwinepress was
trampled outside the city, and blood came out efwtinepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for
one thousand six hundred furlongs.” Here we satthkie Valley of Armageddon will be the
winepress of the wrath of God where Christ willrgaout this judgment of the nations. Then
He will rule as KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Revelation 19:17- 18 says, “Then | saw an angeldstg in the sun; and he cried with a loud
voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the ntid$ heaven, “Come and gather together for the
supper of the great God, that you may eat the fésimgs, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those whorsthem, and the flesh of aleople free

and slave, both small and great.” Since the blsitidbe up to the bridle of a horse in a valley
that is 160 miles long, there will be many bodigad everywhere in that valley. In these
verses we see that the Lord will send an angetatén to gather the birds of prey (birds like
hawks, eagles, vultures, buzzards and all of therdiirds of heaven) to eat these bodies that
are scattered throughout this valley.

These verses tell us that the angel will inviteo&lihese birds to the supper of the great God.
Matthew 24:27-28 tells us that the angel will gatiinese birds so that they are ready before
Christ even returns. Those verses say, “For abghiing comes from the east and flashes to
the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Nb@n For wherever the carcass is, there the
eagles will be gathered together.” We are remirttlatithe coming of Christ will be very
sudden so that is why the angel will gather thestin advance. We see that these birds are
gathered for the supper of the great God.

This will fulfill the prophecy of Ezekiel 39:17-20hich says, “And as for you, son of man, thus
says the Lord GOD, ‘Speak to every sort of bird amdvery beast of the field: Assemble
yourselves and come; gather together from all diolésy sacrificial meal which | am

sacrificing for you, a great sacrificial meal o ttmountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh
and drink blood. You shall eat the flesh of thglnty, drink the blood of the princes of the
earth, of rams and lambs, of goats and bulls,fah@m fatlings of Bashan. You shall eat fat till
you are full, and drink blood till you are drunk,My sacrificial meal which | am sacrificing for
you. You shall be filled at My table with horsexaiders, with mighty men and with all the
men of war,” says the Lord GOD.” The birds of preit have a great meal as they devour “the
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesimighty men, the flesh of horses and of those
who sit on them, and the flesh of pople free and slave, both small and great.”

Revelation 19:19-21 says, “And | saw the beastkthgs of the earth, and their armies,

gathered together to make war against Him whos#the horse and against His army. Then
the beast was captured, and with him the falsel@iowho worked signs in his presence, by
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which he deceived those who received the markebtast and those who worshiped his
image. These two were cast alive into the lakereffurning with brimstone. And the rest
were killed with the sword which proceeded from mheuth of Him who sat on the horse. And
all the birds were filled with their flesh.” In¢ke verses we see that Christ will defeat the
beast, the false prophet and all who follow them.

The armies of the world will gather to completefsttoy all that remain of the people of Israel.
Instead at that very moment Christ will returnddge the antichrist and his false prophet as
well as the kings and people of the earth as we Baen in the previous topic. We see that the
beast (antichrist) and the false prophet who wosigds in the presence of the beast will be
captured rather than killed. It is through thensighat this false prophet will perform that the
people of the earth will be deceived to take theknohthe beast and worship his image.
Revelation 13:12-17 says, “And he exercises albilthority of the first beast in his presence,
and causes the earth and those who dwell in itoiglwp the first beast, whose deadly wound
was healed. He performs great signs, so that &e exakes fire come down from heaven on
the earth in the sight of men. And he deceivesdiwho dwell on the earth by those signs
which he was granted to do in the sight of the teéaking those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who was wounded byt sand lived. He was grantpdwer

to give breath to the image of the beast, thainttage of the beast should both speak and cause
as many as would not worship the image of the beds killed. He causes all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receireek on their right hand or on their foreheads,
and that no one may buy or sell except one whdhemark or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name.”

We see that the beast and the false prophet wdbbealive into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone. During the thousand years that Chuisisy Revelation 20:2 says, “He laid hold of
the dragon, that serpent of old, whahie Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
years.” Then Revelation 20:7-8a says, “Now whenttiousand years have expired, Satan will
be released from his prison and will go out to dexéhe nations which are in the four corners
of the earth...” Satan and all who follow him wik ldefeated and Revelation 20:10 says, “The
devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lakrefand brimstone where the beast and the
false propheare. And they will be tormented day and night foreved &ver.” Meanwhile all

of the rest of the people will be killed when Chepeaks the word. Then the birds that the
angel has gathered will be filled with the fleshitoé dead bodies. This judgment will be their
physical judgment and their eternal judgment woline after the thousand year rule of Christ.

We want to help our physical and spiritual childlearn to explain what will happen to the
beast and the false prophet as well as their f@tewhen Christ returns as the judge of all
unbelievers before He begins His rule on earttaftrousand years. May the Lord richly bless
you as you equip your children to explain thesegsi
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42.

The Thousand Year Rule of Christ

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children explain how
Christ will judge the beast, the false prophet alht¢hat follow them at the Second Coming of
Christ to this earth. In this topic we will seatlafter Christ has destroyed all in rebellion by
the word of His mouth that Christ will rule on tearth for one thousand years (the
millennium). We will see that the thousand yeailthe a time of peace.

Revelation 20:1-3 says, “Then | saw an angel cordmgn from heaven, having the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. atteHold of the dragon, that serpent of old,
who isthe Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousandsyeand he cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a selalmnso that he should deceive the nations no
more till the thousand years were finished. Butrafiese things he must be released for a little
while.” In the first seven verses of this chaptersee that a thousand years is mentioned six
times. In this way the Lord made it clear thas theriod will come after the close of the
tribulation and before the final judgments anddheation of the new heavens and the new
earth.

The angel will lay hold of the dragon and bind Hona thousand years. He will then be cast
into the bottomless pit. All seven times the botess pit is mentioned in Revelation we see
that it is the place where the demons (fallen a)gek kept captive and wait for their final
judgment when they will be cast into the lake o fi We see that the dragon is described in
three ways in these verses. First, he is calledénpent of old. This refers to Genesis 3:1
where we read, “Now the serpent was more cunniag &my beast of the field which the

LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, Habki@teed said, ‘You shall not eat of
every tree of the garden’?” Here we see that heecand deceived Eve. Second, the dragon is
called the Devil. This name speaks of the fadt leais a slanderer and a liar. In John 8:44
Christ told the religious leaders, “You areyoiur father the devil, and the desires of your father
you want to do. He was a murderer from the begmramd does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a liesgeaks from his owresourcesfor he is a liar
and the father of it.” Third, the dragon is calteatan. He is the one who rebelled against God
because of his pride and led one third of the anigejoin him in rebellion against God.

We see that the Lord sent an angel from heaventhgttkey to the bottomless pit. In Luke 8:31
we read, “And they begged Him that He would not owand them to go out into the abyss.”
These were the demons that were in the man nangidrLbecause he had many demons in
him. Those demons begged not to be cast intoltyesgbottomless pit) because that is where
the demons are sent to wait for their final judgimehnen they will be sent to the lake of fire. In
Revelation 9:1-11 we see that many demons witlptiveer of scorpions came up out of the
bottomless pit. These demons were given five netdhorment the people of the earth. In
Revelation 11:7 and 17:8 we see that the beast cab& the bottomless pit. Here in these
verses in Revelation we see that Satan will be 8@ sent to the bottomless pit for a
thousand years. The angel will shut Satan uparbtitomless pit and put a seal on him. This
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means that Satan will be confined in the bottomgisand cannot deceive the nations during
this thousand year period. He will be releasedafshort time at the end.

Revelation 20:4-6 says, “And | saw thrones, ang 8& on them, and judgment was committed
to them. Then sawthe souls of those who had been beheaded foniteiess to Jesus and for
the word of God, who had not worshiped the beakisimage, and had not received mark

on their foreheads or on their hands. And theydigad reigned with Christ for a thousand
years. But the rest of the dead did not live agaiti the thousand years were finished. Tikis
the first resurrection. Blessed and hislyie who has part in the first resurrection. Ovehsu

the second death has no power, but they shallibstpiof God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years.” We see that during time that the tribulation saints will be

given thrones and judgment will be given to thehhis means that the tribulation saints will
rule with Christ during the thousand years thati€€hules on the earth.

The description of the tribulation saints is alsgeg. We see that many of them will be
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and their sstf@ the Word of God. The reason that they
will be beheaded is due to their witness and tddhethat they will refuse to worship the beast
or his image. We see that they will also refuseet®ive his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. Revelation 13:16-18 says, “He causesail, $mall and great, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hand othair foreheads, and that no one may buy or
sell except one who has the mark or the name dbehst, or the number of his name. Here is
wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculatentireber of the beast, for it is the number
of a man: His numbes 666.” The tribulation saints will refuse to tatkes number and will be
killed for their refusal.

Satan, the beast (antichrist) and the false prophiedll be judged for killing these tribulation
saints. Revelation 19:2 says, “For true and rigiare His judgments, because He has judged
the great harlot who corrupted the earth with benitation; and He has avenged on her the
blood of His servantshedby her.” Then Revelation 19:20 adds, “Then thasb&vas captured,
and with him the false prophet who worked signkigpresence, by which he deceived those
who received the mark of the beast and those whehimed his image. These two were cast
alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstohe-ere we see that the antichrist and the false
prophet were sent directly to the lake of fire.ta®awill join them after he is loosed for a short
time at the end of the thousand years. Revel2ioh0 says, “The devil, who deceived them,
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone wiibecbeast and the false prophst. And they

will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

The tribulation saints will rule with Christ fore@lthousand years. However, the rest of the dead
will not be raised at this time. They will not kesed until the time of the final judgment. We
will learn about that in our next topic. Meanwhilee dead who are raised at the end of the
tribulation experience the first resurrection. ¥laee blessed because the second death (eternal
judgment) will have no power over them. Insteasythill be priests of God and of Christ

during the thousand years. They will also rule v@tirist for the thousand years.

Revelation 20:7-10 says, “Now when the thousandsykave expired, Satan will be released
from his prison and will go out to deceive theioag which are in the four corners of the earth,
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Gog and Magog, to gather them together to batthmse numbeis as the sand of the sea.

They went up on the breadth of the earth and soded the camp of the saints and the beloved
city. And fire came down from God out of heaven destoured them. The devil, who

deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire amudione where the beast and the false
prophetare. And they will be tormented day and night foreved &ver.” These verses tell us
why Satan will not be sent to the lake of firela &nd of the tribulation. During the thousand
years that Christ rules on the earth there wiltliédren born to the tribulation saints. Each of
these children will face the same choice thatthlés have faced ever since Adam. They must
make the choice whether or not to repent of thainsunbelief.

Those who do not turn from that sin and turn toi€tiwill not have a leader to encourage them
in their rebellion against Christ. However, we He#t Satan will be released from his prison
(the bottomless pit) for a short time at the enthefthousand years. Suddenly those with
inward rebellion will have a leader. We see thati8 will go out to deceive the nations
throughout the earth. Genesis 10:1-2 says, “Nasvghihe genealogy of the sons of Noah:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to @lftemthe flood. The sons of Japheth
wereGomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, arabTi These verses show us that
Magog was the second son of Japheth and the gnaied$toah. Magog is mentioned five
times in the Bible. The next reference is the géogy given in | Chronicles 1:5 and it repeats
what Genesis 10:2 says. Twice Magog is mentiondtzekiel 38 and 39 where we see that
Gog and Magog will lead a great army against Isréethose chapters we see that Gog is the
prince of Magog.

We see that Satan will gather a great army to cagaénst Christ. In fact the number is so
large that it is compared to the sand of the Séas great army will surround the camp of the
saints and the beloved city. Jeremiah describebeloved city where Christ will reign in
Jeremiah 3:17 where we read, “At that time Jerusaleall be called The Throne of the LORD,
and all the nations shall be gathered to it, tondi@e of the LORD, to Jerusalem. No more
shall they follow the dictates of their evil hedrt§hen Zechariah 14:11-12 describes how the
rebellious will be judged where those verses sale“peopleshall dwell in it; and no longer
shall there be utter destruction, but Jerusalert sbaafely inhabited. And this shall be the
plague with which the LORD will strike all the pdepvho fought against Jerusalem: Their
flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their féeir eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, and
their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths.” isiwill be the result of the fire that comes
down from heaven. Satan will then be cast intddke of fire and brimstone where he will be
tormented forever.

We want to help our physical and spiritual childresarn to explain the thousand year rule of
Christ, the eternal judgment that will come on 8atad the physical judgment of all who join
in the rebellion against Christ as the end of thatisand year period. May the Lord richly
bless you as you help your children learn to expilaése things.
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43.

The Great White Throne Judgment

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
what will happen at the end of the time when Chrtits on the earth for a thousand years. We
saw the eternal judgment of Satan and the phygidgment of those who rebelled. In this

topic we will see the eternal judgment of all thedeo have rebelled and never repented
throughout the history of the world.

We want to look in more detail at the time whenaBatias judged and what this judgment of
Satan will be like when the sentence against hioaised out. Revelation 20:10 says, “The
devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lakirefand brimstone where the beast and the
false prophetare. And they will be tormented day and night foreved &ver.” This verse tells
when Satan will receive his judgment. However,nJd6:8-11 and John 19:30 tell us when
Satan was judged. John 16:8-11 says, “And whehadecome, He will convict the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: qgftsdicause they do not believe in Me; of
righteousness, because | go to My Father and y@leeno more; of judgment, because the
ruler of this world is judged.” These verses tallthat Satan has been judged. John 19:30 says,
“So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He ‘#aiglfinished!” And bowing His head, He
gave up His spirit.” This verse tells us that bibtl payment for our sins and the judgment of
Satan was finished at the cross. Satan is on deatlwaiting for his punishment to be carried
out.

Revelation 20:10 tells us when Satan will be catst the lake of fire and brimstone. Brimstone
is rock that can burn and melt. It is yellow inaraand gives off a gas that can make it difficult
to breathe. It is similar to the melted rock thavs from a volcano which has an extremely
high heat. We see that the city of Sodom was ogsstr by brimstone. Luke 17:29 says, “But
on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained &nd brimstone from heaven and destroyed
themall.” Then Revelation 9:17-18 says, “And thusasthe horses in the vision: those who
sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyadhtl, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the
horsesverelike the heads of lions; and out of their mouthme fire, smoke, and brimstone.
By these threplaguesa third of mankind was killed—by the fire and #maoke and the
brimstone which came out of their mouths.” Here third of the population of the earth will
be killed by fire and brimstone. We see here 8wan will experience eternal judgment in the
lake of fire and brimstone. In the next versessee that all unbelievers will soon join him.

Revelation 20:11-12 says, “Then | saw a great wthitene and Him who sat on it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And thasefound no place for them. And | saw the
dead, small and great, standing before God, ankishwere opened. And another book was
opened, which igthe Bookof Life. And the dead were judged according torthwrks, by the
things which were written in the books.” The Oneowvill carry out this judgment is Christ.
Acts 17:30-31 says, “Truly, these times of ignoe@®»d overlooked, but now commands all
men everywhere to repent, because He has appairttag on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained.adgiven assurance of this to all by
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raising Him from the dead.” Here we see that the @ho will judge is the One that was raised
from the dead.

The great white throne judgment is where all urdwelis from throughout all of history will be
judged. Il Peter 2:9 saysTHenthe Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of tgations

and to reserve the unjust under punishment fod#yeof judgment.” Here we see that all the
unjust are reserved for the day of judgment. In flae earth and the heavens will also be judged
because they have been under the influence ofraie sin began. The word translated “flee
away” means to flee or to vanish. |l Peter 3:7sséut the heavens and the easthich are

now preserved by the same word, are reservedréoufitil the day of judgment and perdition

of ungodly men.” We see in Revelation 21:1 thattwill be replaced by a new heaven and a
new earth.

We see that every single dead person will standre&bod at this great white throne judgment.
It does not matter whether a person has hadiliffieence or great influence. Each person will
stand before God to be judged. We see that thkesbare first mentioned in Daniel 7:9-10
where we read, “| watched till thrones were puplece, and the Ancient of Days was seated;
His garmentvaswhite as snow, and the hair of His he@aklike pure wool. His thronerasa
fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fieryesam issued and came forth from before Him. A
thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousiares ten thousand stood before Him. The
court was seated, and the books were opened.” eThasks have recorded in them all of the
sinful attitudes of the heart, the thoughts, thedsand the actions that every unbeliever has
committed.

The unbelievers will be judged for four differehirtgs. First, the sinful attitudes of the heart
are mentioned in Genesis 6:5 where we read, “Theh©RD saw that the wickedness of man
wasgreat in the earth, artlat every intent of the thoughts of his heaesonly euvil

continually.” Then Jeremiah 17:9 adds, “The hesadieceitful above athings,and desperately
wicked; Who can know it?” Second, the fact thairtthoughts will be revealed is explained in
Luke 8:17 where we read, “For nothing is secret Wik not be revealed, nanythinghidden
that will not be known and come to light.” ThenrRans 2:16 adds, “In the day when God will
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, accotding gospel.” Third, they will also be
judged for their words. Matthew 12:36-37 says, t'‘Bsay to you that for every idle word men
may speak, they will give account of it in the adyudgment. For by your words you will be
justified, and by your words you will be condemrieBourth, they will be judged for their
actions. Romans 3:19-20, 23 says, “Now we knowwHeatever the law says, it says to those
who are under the law, that every mouth may bepstdpand all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the lawleshfwill be justified in His sight, for by the
law is the knowledge of sin...For all have sinned anddadrt of the glory of God.”

Since all believers will have been raised fromdkad, the dead are all those throughout history
who have not believed in God and repented of ®#iaiof unbelief. For all believers everything
written in these books was blotted out at the mdroésalvation. Acts 3:19 says, “Repent
therefore and be converted, that your sins mayldieeld out, so that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord.” That is wioyrRRns 8:1 says, ‘ereis therefore now

no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jeshig,d@ not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit.” As believers we willtretand at the great white throne judgment.
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We also see that another book is opened. That isablke Book of Life. Philippians 4:3 says,
“And | urge you also, true companion, help thesenan who labored with me in the gospel,
with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow woskerhose nameare in the Book of Life.”

Then Revelation 3:5 says, “He who overcomes sleatllbthed in white garments, and | will

not blot out his name from the Book of Life; bwtill confess his name before My Father and
before His angels.” All who have come to God ipa’tance and faith have their names written
in the Book of Life. No unbelievers have their re@nin that book. Instead they will be judged
by their sinful works that have been written in tiker books because their sins have not been
blotted out.

Revelation 20:13-15 says, “The sea gave up the @wbadvere in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And theseWwedged, each one according to his
works. Then Death and Hades were cast into treedékre. This is the second death. And
anyone not found written in the Book of Life wastcato the lake of fire.” In these verses we
see that all of the dead are gathered togethé&etgreat white throne judgment. Those who
have died in the sea will be delivered to this juégt. Death includes all those who have died
in some other way. All who are dead go immediateliiades at the time of death. The word
translated Hades or hell is used eleven timesdarNgiw Testament. Luke 16:23 says, “And
being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom.” Here we see that Hades is the place ofeot where all unbelievers wait for this final
judgment.

We see that each person will be judged accordifngstor her works. There may be some like
the rich young ruler who have thought that they bleyed all of the commandments.

However, we saw earlier that these books have dedan them all of the sinful attitudes of the
heart, the thoughts, the words and the actionsetrety unbeliever has committed. As each
person is judged, the things that are written @séhbooks about that person will be the basis for
the judgment of that person. Each person willdaggd only for his or her own sins. As
Romans 3:19 says, “Now we know that whatever thesiays, it says to those who are under
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, andhalirtorld may become guilty before God.”
After their personal sins are revealed no one saill that they have obeyed all of the
commandments. Their mouths will all be stopped.

Once every dead person who is in Hades has begaduatcording to their personal works
Death and Hades will be cast into the lake of firhwysical death was when they originally
died. This is called the second death becauseltaith means eternal separation from God in
the lake of fire. We want to help our physical apdritual children learn to explain very
clearly what will happen to all who fail to repagittheir sin of unbelief so that they can warn
others about this judgment that will come. Thelp tieem learn to share clearly the need to
repent and come to Christ in faith. May the Ladtly bless you as you help your children
learn to explain these things.
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44,

The Joy in the New Heavens and the New Earth

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
what will happen at the great white throne judgmaffe also saw that we want to make sure
that they can clearly explain the importance otrgpnce and faith to all those who have not
yet believed in Christ. In this topic we are gotogee what happens when the Lord creates a
new heaven and a new earth.

In Revelation 20:11 we saw that the present eardhh@aven fled away. We saw that fled
away means to flee or to vanish. That destrudiatescribed in 1l Peter 3:10-13 where we
read, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thiethe night, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will méh fervent heat; both the earth and the
works that are in it will be burned up. Therefamce all these things will be dissolved, what
mannerof personught you to be in holy conduct and godlinesgkilog for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of whichhivens will be dissolved, being on fire,
and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Ntwdess we, according to His promise, look
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteessdwells.” The present earth and
heavens have been corrupted by sin.

In Revelation 21:1-4 we read, “Now | saw a new legeand a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away. Also theren@asore sea. Then |, John, saw the holy
city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven ftdoal, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And | heard a loud voice from heavemsgyBehold, the tabernacle of Gadwith

men, and He will dwell with them, and they shallHis people. God Himself will be with them
and betheir God. And God will wipe away every tear frdineir eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be neepain, for the former things have passed
away.” Here we see the new heaven and the netl treat will replace the present heaven and
earth. It will have no sea.

Once the new earth is revealed, the New Jerusal#rdescend out of heaven from God. This
means that the New Jerusalem is already being ig@p&hrist told the disciples in John 14:2-
3 says, “In My Father’s house are many mansionswérenotso, | would have told you. | go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepaplace for you, | will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where | athereyou may be also.” In Matthew 25:10 we see that
all saints will come into this new city. That versays, “And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready wenitinhim to the wedding; and the door
was shut.” The door was shut to all unbelieversthey were all judged in our last topic. Now
we see that all believers will be in this New Jatem as it comes down out of heaven.

The word tabernacle in the Old Testament meanpl#te where God lives. Here we see that
God will live with us in the New Jerusalem and wé lae His people. This makes it clear that
God will live with us for all eternity. He will beith us and He will be our God. In addition,
God will remove all tears of sorrow from our eyesdéuse there will be nothing throughout
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eternity that will cause sorrow. Then we are gigeshort summary of the things that cause
tears. Throughout eternity there will be no mdnggical or spiritual death. | Corinthians
15:55-57 says, “O Death, where is your sting? @dsawhere is your victory? The sting of
deathis sin, and the strength of smthe law. But thankbeto God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Sin was the cadiskeath and sin and all of its consequences
are judged in Revelation 20 so there will be nald@aeternity in the new heavens and the new
earth.

The word translated “sorrow” means mourning or@etr James 4:9 says, “Lament and mourn
and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mournimgjyeur joy to gloom.” Here the word is
translated mourning. Then Revelation 19:7-8 sdgghe measure that she glorified herself
and lived luxuriously, in the same measure givettblenent and sorrow; for she says in her
heart, ‘I sitasqueen, and am no widow, and will not see sorroliherefore her plagues will
come in one day—death and mourning and famine.shedwill be utterly burned with fire, for
strongis the Lord God who judges her.” In these versesubi@ is translated sorrow twice and
mourning once. The things that bring mourning soidow will be gone for eternity so there
will be no more sorrow.

The word translated “crying” is used of Christ ielitews 5:7-8 where we read, “Who, in the
days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayatssaipplications, with vehement cries and
tears to Him who was able to save Him from deatl,\aas heard because of His godly fear,
though He was a Son, yet He learned obedienceebthihgs which He suffered.” Christ cried
out in agony as He prepared for the cross knovhagwhile He was bearing our sins that He
would be separated from the Father. Luke 22:42a44, “saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will,
take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My, wilit Yours, be done.” Then an angel
appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Himd Ba&ing in agony, He prayed more
earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drbpkod falling down to the ground.” Then
while He was on the cross Matthew 27:46 says, “Andut the ninth hour Jesus cried out with
a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthanift is, ‘My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?”” There will be no need to cry inraty because God will be dwelling with us.
In addition, there will be no more pain becausefthmer things have passed away.

Revelation 20:5 says, “Then He who sat on the #hsad, ‘Behold, | make all things new.’

And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are tand faithful.” The word translated “new”
can mean recently made or it can mean new in kirsbmething that was never heard of
before. Itis used the first way in John 19:41 mehee read, “Now in the place where He was
crucified there was a garden, and in the gardeswatomb in which no one had yet been laid.”

It is used the second way in John 13:34 where a&, f& new commandment | give to you,

that you love one another; as | have loved you,ytba also love one another.” Here Christ

told the disciples that it was both possible as® @ommanded that they love as He loves them.
We are also to love as He loves us. That new kinove happens when we are yielding our
human spirit to the Holy Spirit. This word canumsed both ways here. In addition to creating
a new heaven and a new earth, everything in tregiorewill be new and different. In addition,
there will also be many things which are new indkamd have never been heard of before. We
can count on the fact that these things will be truthe new heaven and the new earth because
the words of Christ are always faithful and true.
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Revelation 21:6-8 says, “And He said to me, “ilae! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountaihthe water of life freely to him who thirsts.
He who overcomes shall inherit all things, andll a& his God and he shall be My son. But
the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderezgually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and
all liars shall have their part in the lake whialris with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.” Here we see how quickly Christ mdke all things new. He had just said,
“Behold | make all things new.” Then He said,idtdone.” In the first creation Christ spoke
various things into existence over a six day peribdére we see that He will speak and it will
be done.

Then we are reminded again that Christ is “The Alphd the Omega, the Beginning and the
End.” Revelation 1:8 says, “l am the Alpha and ®megathe Beginning andhe End,” says
the Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to corhe,Almighty.”” This phrase in Revelation
21:6 is a reminder of the fact that Christ is tleed_“who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.” Then Christ reminds us of the wabétife which was first offered in the Old
Testament. Isaiah 55:1-2 says, “Ho! Everyone wWiirsts, come to the waters; and you who
have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, imgyand milk without money and without
price. Why do you spend money fohat isnot bread, and your wages fehatdoes not
satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and edtat isgood, and let your soul delight itself in
abundance.”

This same offer is given in the New Testament.nJai3-14 says, “Jesus answered and said to
her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst agabut whoever drinks of the water that | shall
give him will never thirst. But the water that ladhgive him will become in him a fountain of
water springing up into everlasting life.” Therhdor:37-38 adds, “On the last day, that great
day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, sayihgnyone thirsts, let him come to Me and
drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture $&id, out of his heart will flow rivers of

living water.”

In addition, all who receive the water of life witiherit all things. John 3:35 says, “The Father
loves the Son, and has given all things into Hisdiia The Father has given all things in to the
hand of Christ. Then Romans 8:16-17 says, “Thet3gimself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, and if children, timeirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer withlim, that we may also be glorified together.” In theeeses

we see that we are joint heirs with Christ whichangethat He will share all things with us
throughout eternity.

We also see that those who were judged in Reval2owill not be in the new heaven and the
new earth. Instead they will have their eternadtexce in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone and will be eternally separated from GéHtat is the second death. We want to help
our physical and spiritual children learn to explaihat these verses teach about the new
heaven, the new earth and the New Jerusalem. $@enant to help them explain who will be
there and who will not be there. May the Lord lydbless you as you help your children learn
to explain these things.
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45.

The Description of the New Jerusalem — Part |

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
what God says about the new heaven, the new aadttha New Jerusalem. We also saw who
will enjoy these new things. In this topic and tiext we are going to see that we are given a
description of the New Jerusalem.

Revelation 21:9-11 says, “Then one of the severlarngho had the seven bowls filled with the
seven last plagues came to me and talked with ay@g ‘Come, | will show you the bride,

the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me away in therpo a great and high mountain, and
showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, deldog out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God. Her lightvaslike a most precious stone, like a jasper stolearas crystal.”

The angel that the Lord chose to tell John abautNew Jerusalem was one of the angels that
had earlier brought one of the seven bowls of juelgim However, this time the angel came to
bring good news. Judgment of sin was necessargdwthat it has been judged those who
follow the Lord can rejoice in the future and nmbk back at the past.

Cities are known by the people who live in them.olr day some cities are known for their
corruption. Others are known for the major busseeghat are in those cities. In the same way,
the New Jerusalem will be known by the people wwih it. The angel told John to come
and said he would show John the bride, the Lamifs. wRevelation 19:7-8 says, “Let us be
glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the magaaf the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready.” And to her it was grantedda@rrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for
the fine linen is the righteous acts of the sdinThese verses teach that the bride of Christ
became the wife of Christ. In order to show Jdte\Nlew Jerusalem, the angel said that he
would show John the Lamb’s wife. This means thes ¢ity will already reveal the character of
the people who are in that city even though Clwast not yet come at the time John learned
this. The verses show that the clothing of thddrs the righteous acts of the saints.

Earlier topics showed that the unbelievers wiljumged by their unrighteous heart attitudes,
their thoughts, their words and their actions.contrast, believers will have their righteous
works rewarded. | Corinthians 3:11-15 says, “Foother foundation can anyone lay than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if angdsuilds on this foundationith gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s wdrkbecome clear; for the Day will declare

it, because it will be revealed by fire; and ttre fvill test each one’s work, of what sort it i$.
anyone’s work which he has built drendures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’skne
burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will baved, yet so as through fire.” Some works of
believers are only for this world. They will bevealed by fire. However, any works that have
eternal value are good works that will be rewardedfact these verses say that these works are
the clothing of the saints. The clothing of thantain the New Jerusalem will reveal their good
works throughout eternity.

The angel carried John to a high mountain whereolid see the holy Jerusalem. These verses
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point out that the New Jerusalem is called the Belpsalem. This is due to the fact that the
New Jerusalem has never been touched by sin @ffées of that sin. Instead it descends
from the heaven of God. The heaven of God is led®evn as the third heaven. In
Corinthians 12:2-4 we read, “I know a man in Chwbib fourteen years ago—whether in the
body I do not know, or whether out of the body Irdd know, God knows—such a one was
caught up to the third heaven. And | know suchaamwhether in the body or out of the body
| do not know, God knows—how he was caught up Racadise and heard inexpressible
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utterThe first heaven talks about the sky and the
atmosphere above us. The second heaven is thegfl#te sun, moon and stars. | Kings 8:30
makes it clear that the third heaven is wherehhane of God is as that verse says, “And may
You hear the supplication of Your servant and otiYpeople Israel, when they pray toward
this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling place; eshén You hear, forgive.” These verses
teach that Paradise is now in the third heaverat IBhwhere Christ is presently preparing a
place for us.

Revelation 21:11 says that the holy Jerusalemheglory of God. Then Revelation 21:23
says, “The city had no need of the sun or of themrto shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamls its light.” In the New Jerusalem there will be m@ed for the sun,
moon and stars because Christ and the glory ofv@lbgrovide all of the light that is needed

for eternity. That light is described as being like light of a very precious stone. That stone is
like or similar to a jasper stone. Jasper stoaesbe various colors like purple, blue, green,
white or even the color of brass. Since this veeses it will be as clear as crystal it will be
similar to a diamond and will reflect the glory@bd to make the city even brighter.

Revelation 21:12-13 says, “Also she had a greathégidwall with twelve gates, and twelve
angels at the gates, and names written on thenchvanethe name®f the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel: three gates on the east, thedes on the north, three gates on the south, and
three gates on the west.” These verses showttbavall will be very large and very high.

There will be a total of twelve gates in the Newudalem with an angel in charge of each gate.
Each of the twelve gates will have the name ofafrtbe tribes of Israel written on it. In the
wilderness three tribes were on each side of thertecle. Here the three of the gates will face
each direction. It is possible that the nameshergates will be the same as the tribes that were
on each side in the wilderness. Numbers 2 telthaisJudah, Issachar and Zebulun were on the
east, Reuben, Simeon and Gad were on the southaiEpiManasseh and Benjamin were on
the south and Dan, Asher and Naphtali were on ¢inian

Revelation 21:14-18 goes on to tell us how the Nemsalem will be set up when those verses
say, “Now the wall of the city had twelve foundaisp and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who talkedhwite had a gold reed to measure the city,
its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out ajaare; its length is as great as its breadth. And
he measured the city with the reed: twelve thoudaridngs. Its length, breadth, and height are
equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundretforty-four cubits,accordingto the measure

of a man, that is, of an angel. The constructibitsovall wasof jasper; and the citwaspure

gold, like clear glass.”

These verses teach that the twelve gates will evéwelve names of the tribes of Israel. In
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these verses we see that the wall of the New Jerasaill have twelve foundations or
foundation stones. The names of the twelve aposilé be written on these twelve foundation
stones. These are called the twelve apostlesdifdainb. When choosing a replacement for
Judas we are given the specific ministry of thestlps in Acts 1:21-22 where we read,
“Therefore, of these men who have accompaniedluleatime that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, beginning from the baptism of Johthab day when He was taken up from us,
one of these must become a witness with us ofesigrrection.” The specific ministry of the
twelve apostles was to be witnesses of the redionecTheir names on the foundation stones
of the New Jerusalem will be a reminder throughegetnity that it was the death and
resurrection of Christ that makes it possible foméo are in the New Jerusalem to have that
eternal life.

The angel who talked to John had a golden reedcetisare the city, its gates and its wall. In
Revelation 11:1-3 those verses explained that gelamas given a measuring rod to measure
the temple of God, the altar and those who wortepe. These things will be measured
because they are the possession of God. The amumd the temple was not measured
because it was under the control of the Gentile$oity-two months. The temple, altar and
people who worship there are measured to showthbgtare the possession of God. In the
same way this means that the measuring here aitihets gates and its wall is an indication
that the city and everything in it including all thie people in the city belong to God. | Peter
2:9 says, “But yoware a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a hdlgmaHis own special
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Hinowalled you out of darkness into His
marvelous light.” In the same way all of the peopho are measured in the New Jerusalem
will also be a holy people and God’s own specialgbe for all eternity.

These verses show that the New Jerusalem is laidsoa square. That means the width, length
and height will all be equal which makes the caityhe shape of a cube instead of flat like the
cities today. This means that it will be an amaaiitg which is almost impossible to even
imagine. A furlong is about 600 feet. Twelve thand furlongs is nearly 1400 miles. That
means that the New Jerusalem will be nearly 1408snhong, nearly 1400 miles wide and
nearly 1400 miles high. The wall surrounding ttity will be 144 cubits (216 feet) thick. The
angel said that this wall surrounding the city w# of jasper which was described a few
paragraphs ago. Then the angel told John thatityéself will be made of pure gold that will
be like clear glass. A person can only image whatNew Jerusalem will look like but it will
certainly be much more beautiful than any persaneseer image. The Lord reveals additional
things about the New Jerusalem in our next topwels We want to help our physical and
spiritual children be able to explain that Chrsspreparing a very special place for us that we
will be able to enjoy for all eternity. It is gteathan we can even imagine until we get there.
May the Lord richly bless you as you help your dreh learn to explain how special that place
will be.
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46.

The Description of the New Jerusalem — Part 1|

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children learn to explain
how special the New Jerusalem will be. There islmmore to learn about this city. In this
topic we will continue to learn more about this werful city that Christ is presently preparing
for us and who will be there in that city.

In Revelation 21:19-21 we read, “The foundationthefwall of the cityvereadorned with all
kinds of precious stones: the first foundatweasjasper, the second sapphire, the third
chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardorilge, sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysopréise eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth
amethyst. The twelve gateeretwelve pearls: each individual gate was of onelp@ad the
street of the cityvaspure gold, like transparent glass.” These vetisash more about the
foundations and the gates of the New Jerusalem.

The previous verses said that the foundationseoivll of the New Jerusalem will have the
names of the twelve apostles on them. These vexg#ain that the foundation stones will be
made from very precious and beautiful stones. thedve stones mentioned in these verses are
all very beautiful stones of various bright coloighey are also very precious stones and have
great value today. In the world the rarenesssibae is part of what helps to give it greater
value. However, in the New Jerusalem there wilhbevorldly values. These stones will be
precious because of their beauty and the facthiegtwill reflect the glory of God.

Most of these stones were originally used in tleabiplate of the High Priest of Israel. In
Exodus 28:2 we read, “And you shall make holy gamtsiéor Aaron your brother, for glory and
for beauty.” Then Exodus 28:17-20 adds, “And yballsput settings of stones in it, four rows
of stonesThe firstrow shall bea sardius, a topaz, and an emertdd; shall bethe first row;

the second rowhall bea turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; the thisg a jacinth, an
agate, and an amethyst; and the fourth row, a benybnyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in
gold settings.” God said that the purpose of tteésees worn by the High Priest was for glory
and for beauty. The New Jerusalem will certaielject the glory and the beauty of the Lord
throughout eternity.

These verses also say that the twelve gates witide of twelve pearls. We saw in the
previous topic that the walls of the New Jerusakgthbe nearly 1400 miles high. That means
that each gate will be about the same height aw#lieso these pearl gates will be close to
1400 miles in height. The first part of verse 2yss “Its gates shall not be shut at all by day
(there shall be no night there).” This verse makekear that the gates will not be shut.
Instead they will be for beauty and will reflecetglory of God. The street of the city will be of
pure gold. However, this gold is not like the gofdhis present world but will be transparent
like glass. This means that even the street @filect the glory of God. This description of the
foundation, the walls, the gates and the stret#tietity make it clear that the New Jerusalem
will be a very beautiful place that will reveal tgry of God for all eternity.
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Revelation 21:22-24 says, “But | saw no templéd,ifor the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple. The city had no need of the surf tiie moon to shine in it, for the glory of
God illuminated it. The Lamls its light. And the nations of those who are sasfeall walk in
its light, and the kings of the earth bring thdorg and honor into it.” Christ described the
purpose of the earthly temple in the city of Jelersawhen He said in Mark 11:17, “Then He
taught, saying to them, Is it not written, ‘My heushall be called a house of prayer for all
nations’? But you have made it@en of thieves.” This statement by Christ combliteo
verses from the books of Isaiah and Jeremiahalisa6:7 says, “Even them | will bring to My
holy mountain, and make them joyful in My houseudyer. Their burnt offerings and their
sacrificeswill be accepted on My altar; for My house shall be caidtbuse of prayer for all
nations.” Then Jeremiah 7:11 says, “‘Has this kousich is called by My name, become a
den of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even | ghseerit,” says the LORD.” That temple was
a house of prayer.

However, we see that there will be no need fongpte building to be a house of prayer in the
New Jerusalem. There will be a temple in the Nersklem but it will not be a building.
Revelation 21:22 tell us that the Lord God Almightyd the Lamb are its temple. Then verse
23 explains why they will be no temple when thatseesays, “The city had no need of the sun
or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of Gildminated it. The Lamlis its light.” The

New Jerusalem will not need the sun, moon, staepiother light because the glory of God
will fill the New Jerusalem with Light. The verigen explains that this means that the Lamb is
its light. 1John 1:5 says, “This is the messagp@ctv we have heard from Him and declare to
you, that God is light and in Him is no darknesalbt The New Jerusalem will be filled with
the light of the glory of God and the Lord will dilveith us so there will be no need for a
temple building because the glory of the Lord filie entire city. God will dwell among us.

The word translated “nations” is the word “ethn&sim which we get our word ethnic. The
most common translation of this word in the Newtdsgent is Gentiles and then nation or
nations. Here we see that it speaks about thensatvho are saved. This means that the New
Jerusalem will include all of the saved from eveayion or people. However, in eternity we
will have a new identity so we will be called byraxew name. In | Peter 2:9 we read, “But you
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a hdlpmeHis own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out aflahess into His marvelous light.” In
eternity our new identity will be that we are theople of God and we will all have the privilege
of walking in His light.

When Christ rules on earth prior to the final judants and eternity, Psalm 72:1 says, “Give the
king Your judgments, O God, and Your righteousriedbe king’s Son.” Psalm 72:11 adds,
“Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; all mats shall serve Him.” Then Psalm 72:17-19
concludes the Psalm by saying, “His name shall enftwever; His name shall continue as
long as the sun. Anahenshall be blessed in Him; all nations shall calinthlessed. Blessed
bethe LORD God, the God of Israel, who only does @rons things! And blessdx His
glorious name forever! And let the whole eartHilbed with His glory. Amen and Amen.”
Verse 17 points out that when Christ rules forautand years all nations will blessed in Him.
This points out that fact that all kings and peapl® come to Christ in that time will continue
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to walk in the light of Christ when there is no m@un. They will bring the glory and honor
that they give to Christ into the eternal kingdohCarist because He will rule forever and ever.

Revelation 21:25-27 says, “Its gates shall nothe at all by day (there shall be no night
there). And they shall bring the glory and the dvoof the nations into it. But there shall by no
means enter it anything that defiles, or causesbamination or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” In these vesswe see that the gates of the New
Jerusalem will not be shut. Throughout most ofttiséory of the earth cities built walls with
gates to protect them from their enemies. Thetesgaere usually shut at night to provide
protection when the people could not see their eegnHowever, in | Corinthians 15:25-26 we
read, “For He must reign till He has put all enesruader His feet. The last enethat will be
destroyeds death.” Then Revelation 21:1-4 says that inNbkes Jerusalem there will be no
death because the former things have passed &Bage there are no enemies, there will be no
need for the gates of the New Jerusalem to bedlosestead the gates will be to reflect the
glory of God because the kings and nations who brasted in the Lord will all bring their
glory into the city.

Then we go on to read what will not enter into lfeav Jerusalem. We see that nothing that
defiles or causes an abomination or a lie will lmught into the New Jerusalem. Revelation
20:15 says, “And anyone not found written in theBof Life was cast into the lake of fire.”
Then Revelation 21:8 adds, “But the cowardly, uidvahg, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shalle their part in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death.” All idllowed Satan whether fallen angels or
people will have been cast into the lake which bwrith fire and brimstone from which there
is no escape. As a result, nothing that defileserder the new heaven, the new earth or the
New Jerusalem.

Then we are reminded who will be in the New Jermsal We see that all those and “only those
who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” will ibere. Revelation 22:19 says, “and if
anyone takes away from the words of the book af phophecy, God shall take away his part
from the Book of Life, from the holy city, aricbm the things which are written in this book.”
Here we see that those who deny part or all of¥oed of God will not have their names
written in the Book of Life. In contrast, Revetati3:5 says, “He who overcomes shall be
clothed in white garments, and | will not blot dug name from the Book of Life; but I will
confess his name before My Father and before Hjslari Then Matthew 10:32 adds,
“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, hinll edgo confess before My Father who is
in heaven.”

We want to help our physical and spiritual childrearn to explain to others that all who
confess Jesus as Lord and believe in their hdaatdte has risen from the dead can be assured
that their names are written in the Book of Lite.addition, they are promised that Christ will
not blot out their names from the Book of Life.st@ad He will confess their names before the
Father. May the Lord richly bless you as you hglpr children learn to explain these things.
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47.

Life in the New Jerusalem

In our last two topics we saw that we want to hlalp physical and spiritual children learn to
explain what the New Jerusalem will be like. Weéaeen that it is a wonderful city where the
glory of God will be reflected by the beauty of &tiy. The focus of this topic is to give a tiny
introduction to the life we will have in the Newrdsalem.

Revelation 22:1-5 says, “And he showed me a puer of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lanmbthe middle of its street, and on either
side of the riverwasthe tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, eaobe yielding its fruit every
month. The leaves of the treerefor the healing of the nations. And there shalhlb more
curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb d¥elh it, and His servants shall serve Him.
They shall see His face, and His nashall beon their foreheads. There shall be no night
there: They need no lamp nor light of the suntiierLord God gives them light. And they shall
reign forever and ever.”

John saw that the New Jerusalem will have a pueg.riThis river will come from the throne

of God and of the Lamb. These verses mention aktrengs about this pure river of water.
First, the river is pure. This means that themoihing in the water that would in any way be
unclean. lItis free from any pollution. Secon@, see that it is the water of life. Christ
mentioned the living water three times in the boblohn. John 4:10-11 says, “Jesus answered
and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, amdo it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’
you would have asked Him, and He would have givanlywing water.” The woman said to
Him, ‘Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and thellns deep. Where then do You get that
living water?”” Then John 7:37-39 says, “On thstlday, that greatay of the feast, Jesus

stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirstshien come to Me and drink. He who believes
in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his hedkflow rivers of living water.” But this He
spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believinglim would receive; for the Holy Spirit
was not yegiven,because Jesus was not yet glorified.” These satsew us that living water

is the Holy Spirit that God has placed in our head that living water can flow from us.
However, that living water will continue to flowdm the Father and Christ throughout eternity.
Third, that water is clear as crystal.

Next these verses show that the tree of life valilbthe New Jerusalem. That tree is first
mentioned in Genesis 2:9 where we read, “And otth@fground the LORD God made every
tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and goodbfad. The tree of lifevasalso in the midst of
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of gooldexil.” Then Genesis 3:22 adds, “Then the
LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become likeaingds, to know good and evil. And

now, lest he put out his hand and take also ofrteeof life, and eat, and live forever.” Adam
could eat this fruit and live forever but if he wdinave eaten it after he sinned he would have
lived forever in sin. In fact there are many tregsfe on both sides of the river. These trees
will bear twelve different kinds of fruit. Thereillwbe a different kind of fruit each month. The
word “healing” can be translated by either houselwlhealing and speaks of service rendered
by one to another.
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In the New Jerusalem there will be no more cursabse all of the effects of sin will cease to
exist. Instead the throne of God and of the Lanibbe there. We will have the privilege of
enjoying perfect fellowship with God and the Larhboughout eternity as we serve Him. We
will be able to see His face. That has not bees dn this earth. God told Moses in Exodus
33:20, “But He said, ‘“You cannot see My face; forman shall see Me, and live.” The name
of God will be on the foreheads of all who are @aben. In the Bible the name of God on the
forehead meant that the person belonged to Godhamthe person would have the character of
God. Revelation 3:12 says, “He who overcomes]/limake him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he shall go out no more. | will write amhhe name of My God and the name of the
city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes downhof heaven from My God. And

will write on himMy new name.” We will have the character of Godoarr heads and in our
hearts.

In the New Jerusalem there will be no night. Theilebe no lamp. There will be no light of
the sun. Instead the Lord God will give us Higredklight. Revelation 21:23 says, “The city
had no need of the sun or of the moon to shing forithe glory of God illuminated it. The
Lambis its light.” In addition we see that all saintdlwale with the Lord forever. This
changed status is explained in Revelation 3:21 e/herread, “To him who overcomes | will
grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also ovenesand sat down with My Father on His
throne.” Christ says that we will sit on the theomith Him. Romans 8:16-17 says, “The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we anddren of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed suffer withHim, that we may also be
glorified together.” Jesus made it clear that wielve glorified together with Him as fellow
heirs.

Revelation 22:6-7 goes on to say, “Then he saiddp“These wordare faithful and true.”

And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His &bgshow His servants the things which
must shortly take place. ‘Behold, | am coming glytBlesseds he who keeps the words of
the prophecy of this book.” The angel told Johattthese words are faithful and true. Faithful
means these words can be trusted and believedre@ken for that is due to the fact that they
are true. 1John 5:20 says, “And we know that3be of God has come and has given us an
understanding, that we may know Him who is truet ae are in Him who is true, in His Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal lifdis verse uses the word “true” three times.
These words are perfect because they are spokine Byather and the Son. The Father and the
Son sent the angel to tell John these words sathais His servants can know the things that
will soon come to pass.

The promise of Christ is, “Behold, | am coming duyt Blessedis he who keeps the words of
the prophecy of this book.” The coming of Chrasfulfill all of the things that John was told

to write in this book is going to happen quickljhat means that there will be no delay. That
time has been clearly defined in this book. Thenéwvin this book can be summarized by the
outline given in Revelation 1:19 which says, “Wiite things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which will takaqa after this.” The things which John had
seen in chapter one was to see Christ in all ofgltisy. The things which are include the

period of the churches in Revelation chapters 23an@hat means that the next event to happen
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will be the Rapture of the church as the Christamstaken to heaven. The things that are
hereafter include chapters 4 though the end obtlk. Chapters 4-18 have the seven year
tribulation. Chapter 19 has the coming of Chiasti¢feat all of the forces of Satan and the
antichrist. Chapter 20 has the 1000 year rulelofsf; the final defeat of Satan and the final
judgments. Chapters 21 and 22 give us an intramutd eternity. Christ also promises that
those who obey the words of the prophecy of thkbwill be blessed.

Revelation 22:8-10 says, “Now |, John, saw anddhéaese things. And when | heard and saw,

| fell down to worship before the feet of the angtblo showed me these things. Then he said to
me, “Seehat you donotdo that.For | am your fellow servant, and of your brethtiea

prophets, and of those who keep the words of thi&kbWorship God.” And he said to me,

“Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this hdok the time is at hand.” John spoke about
himself in Revelation chapter one. Throughoutrdst of the book John has been writing the
various things that the angel told him to write. Revelation 21 John gave testimony of the fact
that he saw the New Jerusalem coming down out@afdre Now John begins his conclusion

by giving his personal testimony about the thirigd he has seen and heard throughout the
book.

Then John said that he fell down to worship befbeefeet of the angel who had shown him all
of the things that he had written in the book. &hgel immediately told John not to worship
him. This is a reminder that we are not to worsdmy person or angel. The angel said that he
is a fellow servant with John. This is a reminthext all who follow Christ are His servants
even though He has chosen to call us His friendg-ts brethren. As followers of the Lord we
are all fellow brethren. This includes the progh&ho wrote part of the books of the Bible as
well as all who have followed the Lord and are aéetto the Word of God. Then the angel
told John, Worship God. | Corinthians 10:31 sdybgerefore, whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” Egtling that we do including our worship is to
bring glory to God.

Then the angel told John, “Do not seal the wordhefprophecy of this book, for the time is at
hand.” In contrast, Daniel was told in Daniel 12t Daniel 12:9, “But you, Daniel, shut up
the words, and seal the book until the time ofeghé; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall increase’... And he said, ‘Gour way,Daniel, for the wordare closed up and sealed till
the time of the end.”” Daniel was told that therd®were to be shut up during his time. He
was also told that at the time of the end that “ynstmall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
increase.” John was told not to seal this boolabse the time is at hand. In this day and age
we are seeing many run to and fro throughout tih.e&Ve also see a very rapid increase in
knowledge. This is an indication that we are ribartime when the judgments described in
Daniel and in Revelation are getting very close.

We want to help our physical and spiritual childrearn to explain to others the importance of
being prepared so that they will be prepared ferftiture. Those who are prepared will rejoice
with Christ while those who fail to prepare will pelged. May the Lord richly bless you as
you help your children learn to explain these tking
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48.

The Lord is Coming Quickly

In our last topic we saw that we want to help duygical and spiritual children become
equipped to explain to others the importance afigperepared for the future. In this topic we
will see that the book of Revelation concludes wtirist saying, “Surely, | am coming
quickly.” We also see the response that we eachldthave to that promise.

The concluding thoughts in the final verses of Rati@n are very important. Christ begins
with a warning that every person must make a choRevelation 22:11 says, “He who is
unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filtHgt him be filthy still; he who is righteous, leit
be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be hetil.” There will be no time for anyone to get
ready when Christ comes either at the Raptureeo€liurch or at the time when Christ comes
to rule. Those who are unjust will remain unjushose who are filthy will remain filthy. The
word translated “unjust” means unrighteous or dinftphesians 2:1-3 says, “And ybie

made alivewho were dead in trespasses and sins, in whiclogoa walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince @& gower of the air, the spirit who now works in
the sons of disobedience, among whom also we a#t oanducted ourselves in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and bétmind, and were by nature children of wrath,
just as the others.” An unjust person is one vehgtill dead in his or her trespasses and sins.
The word translated “filthy” means to be defiledneade filthy by one’s sin.

In contrast the second half of the verse speaksosie who have been made alive by Christ.
Revelation 22:11b says, “He who is righteous, iet be righteous still; he who is holy, let him
be holy still.” Then Ephesians 2:4-7 says, “ButdGwho is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were dedcespasses, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), arsdais up together, and madss sit together
in the heavenlplacesin Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He nsigbiv the exceeding
riches of His grace iHlis kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” The wonddsieted “righteous”
means to be innocent or faultless and approved at@eptable to God. All who come to God
in repentance and faith have received the rightezassof Christ as a free gift and so stand in
His righteousness and not their own righteousndgSorinthians 5:21 says, “For He made
Him who knew no sitio besin for us, that we might become the righteousoé&sd in Him.”
When God saved us, He called us with a holy cabind made us His holy temple. |
Corinthians 3:16-17 says, “Do you not know that yoe the temple of God atioat the Spirit

of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the tempi€&od, God will destroy him. For the
temple of God is holy, whictempleyou are.” We will continue to be holy througheasérnity.

Christ went on to say that He is coming quicklyevBlation 22:12-17 says, “And behold, | am
coming quickly, and My rewaris$ with Me, to give to every one according to his kvol am

the Alpha and the Omegine Beginning andhe End, the First and the Last.” Blesseé those
who do His commandments, that they may have tlin tigthe tree of life, and may enter
through the gates into the city. But outsate dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves andipeaa lie. ‘I, Jesus, have sent My angel to
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testify to you these things in the churches. | BemRoot and the Offspring of David, the Bright
and Morning Star.” And the Spirit and the bridg,s€ome!” And let him who hears say,
‘Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desij let him take the water of life freely.”
In these verses we see that Christ is bringingélisard with Him and will reward every
believer for all of his or her works that have etdvalue.

Then Christ says that he is the first and theitairee different ways. First, Alpha and Omega
are the first and the last letters in the Greekaltet and the book of Revelation was originally
written in the Greek language. Second, Christ fagisHe is the Beginning and the End.
When Colossians speaks about the fact that Ckrikeicreator of all things in Colossians 1:15-
19 verse 17 says, “And He is before all things, iandim all things consist.” Then Hebrews
13:8 adds, “Jesus Christthe same yesterday, today, and forever.” ThitdjsE says that He

is the First and the Last. These three statenadin®int to the eternal existence of Christ.

Then we see who will enter into the New Jerusalachveho will not be in that city. Those
who are blessed and will enter that city are tivalse have come to God in repentance. This
repentance has given them the desire to love Gtidtiwir whole heart, soul and mind, to love
their neighbor as they love self and to love on&tlaer as Christ has loved us (the three
commandments that summarize the whole Old and Nestaments — Matthew 22:37-40 and
John 13:34-35). All who have come to God will atewe the right to the tree of life. They
will be able to enter through the gates into th. cChrist said in John 10:7-9, “Then Jesus said
to them again, “Most assuredly, | say to you, Itaedoor of the sheep. All whavercame
before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheepadihear them. | am the door. If anyone
enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in aod and find pasture.” Those who come to
the Father through Christ will be in the New Jeleisa Those who do not will be judged and
not enter.

Then Jesus says that He sent the angel who tegti Jesus is the Root and Offspring of
David. As the Creator, Christ is the Root becatisas the Creator of all things. As a
descendent of David, Jesus is the Word who beckasie &nd dwelt among men. In Il Timothy
2:8 we read, “Remember that Jesus Christ, of ted e€David, was raised from the dead
according to my gospel.” He is totally God as @reator and totally man as the descendent of
David. As the God-man Christ died for our sins #r&lFather showed that He was satisfied
with that payment by raising Christ from the de&hrist is also the Bright and Morning Star.

Il Peter 1:19 says, “And so we have the propheticdweonfirmed, which you do well to heed
as a light that shines in a dark place, until thg dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.” Christ is the Morning Star who has alyedawned in our hearts and with whom we
will be in eternity forever. That is why the HdBpirit and Christ both invite all who will hear
them to Come and all those who seek the living wat€ome. Christ offers that eternal life as
a free gift as He promised in John 4:14, “But wheyedrinks of the water that | shall give him
will never thirst. But the water that | shall giken will become in him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life.” That etertiéa is a free gift.

In Revelation 22:18-19 Christ warns about addingrttaking away from His Word. Those

verses say, “For | testify to everyone who heaeswbrds of the prophecy of this book: If
anyone adds to these things, God will add to hiepllagues that are written in this book; and if
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anyone takes away from the words of the book af phophecy, God shall take away his part
from the Book of Life, from the holy city, arftbm the things which are written in this book.”
First we see that we are to hear the words of tbphecy of this book. To hear means to hear
with understanding. John 5:24 says, “Most assyreédiay to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting lifeg ahall not come into judgment, but has
passed from death into life. John 1:12 adds, ‘@umany as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, to those whlielve in His name.” Those who hear,
believe and receive Christ are assured that theg égernal life.

In contrast, these verses tell us that some willtadir own words or the words of some other
person to the things that are written in this bodke scribes and Pharisees are examples.
Christ told the scribes and Pharisees in MatthewtdB, “Thus you have made the
commandment of God of no effect by your traditidtypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy
about you, saying: ‘These people draw near to Mh thieir mouth, and honor Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me.”” Many hafalowed their example by adding their words
or the words or books of others to the Word of GQihrist warns that all who add to His words
will experience the plagues that are written iis thook. They have not believed in Christ and
received Him so they will be judged.

The Sadducees give us an example of those whatekg from the words of the book of this
prophecy. Acts 23:8 says, “For Sadducees saytibet is no resurrection—and no angel or
spirit; but the Pharisees confess both.” The Seelelsidenied the resurrection and many other
things that are written in the Word of God. Inste&adding to the Word of God, those who
follow their example take away from the Word of Goddenying various parts of the Bible.
Christ warns that those who deny the resurrectimhather parts of the Word of God will not
have their name in the Book of Life, they will fi@ve a part in the holy city and they will not
enjoy the blessings promised in this book.

Then Christ gives a final promise and our respamsiee final two verses of the Bible.
Revelation 22:20-21 says, “He who testifies to ¢hmsngs says, ‘Surely | am coming quickly.’
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! The grace oford Jesus Chridgie with you all. Amen.”
Christ says that He is coming quickly. We showt the believe He is coming quickly by our
response both in words and in actions. ChristisaMark 13:31-33, “Heaven and earth will
pass away, but My words will by no means pass avigay. of that day and hour no one knows,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, byttbalFather. Take heed, watch and pray; for
you do not know when the time is.” We can rejafoge are prepared for the coming of Christ
at all times. Christ also promises that we wilbesence His grace. We want to equip our
physical and spiritual children to learn to expleorothers the importance of being ready at all
times for the coming of the Lord because He is ognguickly. May the Lord richly bless you
as you equip your children to explain to others wigy also need to be ready.
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